Chemistry 531
Course Requirements
1.  Chemistry:  Matter and Change by Glencoe is the book being used for this class.  Please keep the book in good shape and do not lose it.  If the book is damaged or lost you must pay for it before I can issue you a new one and they are roughly $72 to replace.

2.  Three ring binder (1” or greater)  - I suggest that you keep the work chronologically because this will benefit you when it comes time to study for assessments, the midterm, and final (the midterm and final are cumulative for the whole year). Periodically you store previously assessed materials in a safe place at home – another binder, etc. to prevent pages from being ruined, misplaced, and from the binder becoming bulky and disorganized.
3.   You must have a calculator that you know how to operate with you everyday.  It may be
      Scientific or graphing – graphing calculators are NOT required.
Student Expectations
BE SAFE

· observe classroom and laboratory safety procedures

· follow directions

· ask questions if you need help or do not understand

· do not eat or drink in the laboratory

· no food allowed in the classroom; capped drinks are acceptable

· be in a student appropriate seat during class
BE RESPECTFUL

· of teachers and peers

· raise your hand to talk 

· do not write on the property of others – including the school!

· no electronic devices according to school policy
BE PREPARED

· come to class on time

· be ready to learn – assignments, binder, writing utensil, etc.

· make up missing work in a timely manner

· plan accordingly for bathroom trips and locker – not during assessment or lab time
· I do reserve the right to ask you to wait a few minutes to leave if I am in the middle of explaining, notes, etc.  When I have finished I will let you go then.
Grading Procedures
· 10% Homework – generally homework is checked at the beginning of class only for completion and effort; if you realize you need help you need to ask during an appropriate time during class the day it is assigned, stay after school, send me an email or come in before school for extra help; coming to class with a blank piece of paper and telling me then that you did not understand is not acceptable.  No homework will be accepted late, so please remember to bring it to class and not leave it at home. If you are absent it is your responsibility to show me the work on the day that you return. 
· 20% Labs - In order to receive full credit for lab reports, you must follow the proper procedure for writing up the lab and it must be legible. Labs will be accepted one day late but you will be penalized one letter grade. If you are absent on lab day please see the teacher about making up the lab. 
· 70% Tests, Quests, Quizzes, Projects, etc. - All tests and formal quizzes will be announced in advance.  All quizzes/tests missed due to excused absence must be made up as soon as you return to school.
· In order to receive credit for assignments all answers and work must be legible. 
· No credit will be given for work that is missed or late due to unexcused absence (cutting class) or tardiness. If you miss work due to excused absence it is your responsibility to see me about making up this work.
According to school policy all students must obtain a 70% on the final exam to be considered proficient in chemistry and receive credit for the class.  
*Getting Help

If you need help do not delay.  I am generally available every morning before school at 7 am or after school.  There is always the chance that I have a meeting to attend so if you know that you need help please let me know ASAP so that we can schedule a time to meet that works for both of us.  You can always email me as well at nicodemusa@bpsmail.org with any questions.  I check my email almost every night.
Online book is available at:  http://glencoe.mcgraw-hill.com
click on online student edition
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