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	Term
	Definition

	Alliteration
	The repetition of initial consonant sounds.

	Allusion
	A reference to a well-known person, place, event, literary work, or work of art.

	Assonance
	The repetition of vowel sounds.

	Conceit
	An unusual and surprising comparison of two very different things.  

	Connotation
	The associations that a word calls to mind in addition to the dictionary meaning.  (Ex. home vs. domicile)

	Consonance
	The repetition of the final consonant sound.

	Couplet
	A pair of rhyming lines written in the same meter.

	Dead Metaphor
	A metaphor that has been so overused its original impact is lost.

	Denotation
	The “dictionary” meaning of a word – independent of all other associations.

	Dialect
	The form of language spoken by people belonging to a specific region or group.

	Dialogue
	A conversation between characters.

	Dramatic Irony
	A contradiction between what a character thinks and what the reader or audience knows to be true.

	Dramatic Monologue
	A poem in which an imaginary character speaks to a silent listener.

	Elegy
	A solemn and formal lyric poem about death.

	End Rhyme
	When rhyming words appear at the end of a line of poetry.

	End-Stopped Line
	A line of poetry concluding with a break in the meter and the meaning.  Often punctuated by a period, comma, dash, or semi-colon.

	Epigram
	A brief statement in prose or in verse.

	Exact Rhyme
	The use of identical-sounding rhyming words.  (Ex:  love and dove)

	Extended Metaphor
	A developed metaphor that involves several points of comparison.  A metaphor that is used multiple times in one literary work.

	Figurative Language
	Writing or speech not meant to be interpreted literally.  (Umbrella term for creative uses of language.)

	Foot
	Group (or pattern) or stressed/unstressed sounds. (Ex. iamb)

	Hyperbole
	A deliberate exaggeration or overstatement.

	Imagery
	Descriptive language used in literature to re-create sensory experiences.

	Internal Rhyme
	When rhyming words fall within a line of poetry.

	Irony
	Surprising or amusing contradictions.

	Lyric Poem
	A poem expressing the observations and feelings of a single speaker.  Tells a single effect, not a full story.

	Metaphor
	A figure of speech in which something is spoken of as if it were something else.  (Ex:  “Death, that long sleep”)

	Meter
	Rhythmic pattern of a poem.  Pattern is determined by the number and type of stresses (or beats) in each line.

	Metonymy
	A figure of speech that substitutes something closely related to the word actually meant.  (Ex:  Silver, instead of money)

	Monologue
	A speech or performance given entirely by one character or one performer.

	Mood
	The feeling created in the reader by a literary work.

	Narrative Poem
	A poem that tells a story in verse.

	Onomatopoeia
	The use of words to imitate sounds.  (Ex. buzz or hiss)

	Oxymoron
	A figure of speech that fuses two contradictory ideas, suggesting a paradox.  (Ex:  “freezing fire”; “happy grief”)

	Paradox
	A statement that seems to be contradictory, but actually presents the truth.

	Parody
	A humorous imitation of another work.

	Pastoral
	Literary works that concern the pleasures of a simple, rural lifestyle or escape to a simpler time.

	Personification
	A figure of speech in which a nonhuman subject is given human characteristics.

	Refrain
	A regularly repeated line or group of lines in a poem.

	Rhyme Scheme
	A regular pattern of rhyming words in a poem or stanza.

	Satire
	Writing that ridicules or holds in contempt the faults of individuals or groups.

	Scansion
	The process of analyzing the metrical pattern of a poem.

	Simile
	A figure of speech that compares two apparently dissimilar subjects using like or as.

	Situational Irony
	An event occurs in a plot that directly contradicts expectations.

	Slant Rhyme
	The use of sounds that are similar, but not exact rhymes.  (Ex:  prove and glove)

	Soliloquy
	A long speech in a play or in prose work made by a character who is alone and reveals private thoughts and feelings to the audience/reader.

	Speaker
	The imaginary voice assumed by the writer of the poem; the voice of the poem.

	Stanza
	A group of lines in a poem.
· Couplet - 2

· Tercet - 3

· Quatrain - 4

· Cinquain - 5

· Sestet - 6

· Heptastich - 7

· Octave -  8

	Style
	A writer’s typical way of writing.

	Symbol
	A sign, word, phrase, image or other object that stands for or represents something else.

	Synecdoche
	A figure of speech in which a part of something is used to stand for the whole.

	Syntax
	The way words are organized in a sentence or phrase.

	Theme
	A central idea, concern, or purpose in a literary work.

	Tone
	The writer’s attitude toward the readers and toward the subject.  (Ex:  formal, informal, sarcastic, pompous, personal)

	Verbal Irony
	Words used to suggest the opposite of their usual meaning.

	Voice
	The writer’s personality on the page - typically deduced by word choices, sound devices, pace, and attitude.

	
	


