Mrs. Pickford
pickfordsu@bpsmail.org

Creative Writing/153

Course Introduction

“Creative Writing is the marriage of fact and fiction.” 

Sebranek

Course Description

The Creative Writing course is designed to introduce students to a style of writing that is different from traditional analytical writing.  Students will be required to experiment and challenge themselves to write in varied forms. Students will be expected to keep an organized daily journal which compiles class assignments such as:  writing from prompts; free-writing exercises; descriptive, reflective, dramatic and narrative writings; and character sketches.  Students will use their daily journal to brainstorm topics for final assignments, including writing original short fiction and poetry.  Students will participate in group critiques of their original creative work, hence, students must be dedicated to improving their writing skills and sharing the experience with the class. Additionally, students will be reading and analyzing literature in order to apply literary devices to their own original works.  Student evaluation is based on effort, dedication to growth in writing, final writing assignments – including a final portfolio presentation, and classroom participation.

Required Course Materials

· JOURNAL – Please purchase a black and white composition notebook to use as your daily journal.  These can be purchased at your local pharmacy for about $1.  If all else fails, use a one-subject notebook.  Your journal may not be a notebook that you use for another class and it must appear in class EVERYDAY.  No exceptions.

· A PEN – This is a writing class, please do not show up without a writing utensil!

· REQUIRED READING MATERIALS – We will be using a text for our poetry unit and you will also be required to bring a variety of photocopied texts to class.

· BINDER OR FOLDER – To keep reading materials in.

· A THREE RING BINDER – For your final exam.  You will be compiling a portfolio and presenting it to the class at the end of the semester.  SAVE ALL GRADED ASSIGNMENTS AND THE RUBRIC OR YOU WILL LOSE POINTS OFF OF YOUR FINAL EXAM GRADE!
Units

The units vary from semester to semester in terms of what we have time to cover.  However, the general schedule is as follows:

1. Expository Writing & Personal Essay
2. Short Fiction

3. Poetry

4. Children’s Literature

Generally, we spend the first quarter on prose (personal essays and short stories) and the second quarter on poetry and children’s literature.
Grading Policy

Your grade each quarter will be determined by your performance in several areas.  Below I have outlined the weighting schedule for the 1st Quarter.  Variations may occur, but I will always explain them carefully.  When adjustments are made each quarter, I will inform the class.  

Quarterly Grading


Final Assessments (approx. 2-3 per quarter)


40%


Journal Assignments






30%


In-Class Assignments (including group work)


20%


Class Participation






10%

Note:  A “C” indicates average work, which means that a student’s work is at an acceptable level for their current position.  An “A”, therefore, indicates a truly excellent performance that could serve as a model for future student success.  A “B” is above average work and should be considered a very good grade.

Journal Policy
· Journal entries are due at the beginning of the next class, unless otherwise noted.

· Assignments are worth 30% of your quarter average - zeroes will seriously affect your average. 

· Journals are graded as follows – memorize this and do not ask me why incomplete work does not receive a check minus!

· + = 100
Above Expectations
·     = 85

Met Requirement
· -   = 65

Completed – Does Not Meet Expectations
0



*No credit will be given for incomplete work
· You will receive no credit for late work, unless an excused absence as defined by the BHS Student Handbook.  

· Final Assessments suffer a ten-point penalty for every day that they are late – this is an English DEPARTMENT policy.

Attendance

· All school policies will be followed concerning lateness and unexcused absences.  Three unexcused “lates” equal one unexcused absence.  Five unexcused absences equal your withdrawal from and failure of the course.  Warning:  I keep track.

· You may not make-up work from an unexcused absence; you will receive no credit for class participation and a zero on any assignments.  This includes quizzes and tests.

· After you are absent- excused or unexcused - you must see me either during homeroom or after school for missed assignments the very next day.  

· DO NOT interrupt a class or come to me at the beginning of class to retrieve missed assignments.  

· You are responsible for your own work, and this includes missing lecture notes and handouts.  

Behavior 
Open-mindedness and respect for your peers are integral to your success in this classroom.  This course is only as productive as the constructiveness of your criticisms.  Writing groups will be implemented for critique and discussion; therefore, attendance is mandatory.  
Respect goes beyond your ability to behave in a classroom setting.  Treat everyone in this classroom as you would like to be treated yourself.  As your teacher it is part of my job to encourage you all to be courteous and civil individuals.  If I deem a behavior to be unsuitable for the success of our classroom, expect an after school conference and my communication with parents/guardians and the administration.
Electronic Device Policy
All cell phones, iPods, etc… must be turned off and put away.  If you are caught using an electronic device in class you will receive a teacher detention and the device will be brought to the main office for you to retrieve at the end of the school day.  Failure to come to detention will result in an office detention.
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