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DIALOGUE
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Three purposes of dialogue:

1. Reveals character (one of the methods of indirect characterization)

2. Adds interest

3. Moves the plot forward

Paragraphing Dialogue:

· All descriptions and words that go with the dialogue piece should be in the same paragraph

· Always give each new speaker (or change of speaker) a new paragraph
Read the following and consider how you would break it into paragraphs:

Lauren wore a red shirt today. She told Ashley, “I like red because I’m fiery.” Ashley laughed. She knows Lauren is fiery. Then Ashley explained her own wardrobe choice: “I wore baby blue today because I’m a delicate flower.” Both girls laughed. “I’m the funniest!” Ashley blustered.

Considering the rules listed above for breaking dialogue into paragraphs, it should look like this:


Lauren wore a red shirt today. She told Ashley, “I like red because I’m fiery.” Ashley laughed. She knows Lauren is fiery. 

Then Ashley explained her own wardrobe choice: “I wore baby blue today because I’m a delicate flower.” Both girls laughed. “I’m the funniest!” Ashley bragged.

Dialogue Punctuation:

· Put quotation marks around all speech

· Be sure to close quotation marks if you open them

· Do not put any space between quotation marks and the dialogue and punctuation inside them

· Capitalize the first letter of each sentence within dialogue, even if it is not the first letter of the overall sentence

· Conversely, do not capitalize the first letter of a word that comes right after an open quotation mark unless it is in the first word of a new sentence

· Put punctuation at the end of speech inside the quotation marks (except for colons and semi-colons)

· Introduce dialogue with a comma or colon after the dialogue tag and before the quotation mark

· If the dialogue is followed by words in the same sentence (e.g. a dialogue tag), do not end with a period inside the quotation mark

· However, you can use a question mark or exclamation point to tell the reader that the speech was a query or a shout; in this case be sure that you do not capitalize the first letter of the first word after the closed quotation mark unless it is a proper noun because the end punctuation does not actually signify the end of the overall sentence

· When a character has an internal thought that sounds like speech but is not actually spoken aloud, italicize the words and do not use quotation marks around them

Example of different types of punctuation and placement of dialogue tags in a conversation:


“Do you like red?” Lauren asked.


“I like blue because I’m a delicate flower,” Ashley replied.


Lauren retorted, “You are not!”


Ashley queried, “Why don’t you think so?”


“Because you’re tough!” she exclaimed.


Ashley yelled back, “I am not!”


“You so are,” Lauren argued, “and you know it. I once saw you tear the phonebook in half.”


“You’re a liar,” Ashley protested. “You know that!”


I am a liar, thought Lauren. She’s right. She would never have enough hand strength to tear the phonebook. Lauren laughed to herself. She didn’t care if Ashley thought she was crazy. She always enjoyed her internal humor.

Actually, I’m the liar, Ashley said to herself. I’m just tore a phonebook in half last night. But at least I don’t laugh for no reason.
Dialect:
· All writers have the option to write dialogue phonetically or spell it how it sounds when it is spoken (e.g., Pahk the cah in Hahvid Yahd.)
· If the speech remains easy to read and seems natural, keep it; if the speech slows down the reader and requires extra time and effort to sound out, get rid of it

· If reading the dialogue gets sickening, do away with it or cut it down

· Writing phonetically means writing the way people speak; it does NOT mean writing like you are sending an email or text message (e.g., U R so funny lol!)

Style Hints:

· Make sure the dialogue suits the characters—nothing should come out of their mouths that they wouldn’t say
· Make sure the dialogue moves the action forward—it must have purpose or it doesn’t belong

· Make sure you punctuate speech properly—just because it is being spoken doesn’t mean you can write run-on sentences

· Read dialogue out loud after you’ve written it—if it doesn’t flow out of your mouth, it doesn’t flow on the paper either
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