Ms. Mendo





Email: mendol@bpsmail.org
TEXT:
Precalculus, a graphing approach 6th edition

 

Pre-Calculus Honors

Website:  http://www.barringtonhigh.org/C5/Mrs%20Mendo/default.aspx
This website contains all homework sheets and other important information.

Each student is expected to show up for class on time, prepared with a textbook, notebook, pen or pencil, graphing calculator(TI-83/84 recommended), and completed homework assignment.    

Study Tips:


Unlike previous math courses, the tests and quizzes that you take in this course require you to constantly apply concepts to new situations rather than merely reproduce homework problems.  Although working with peers on sample problems can be helpful, be sure that you yourself can read a problem and know how to approach it.  Be cautious of how much you rely on your peers when working on problems because the ideas and insight need to come from you and only you when working on tests and quizzes.  If you rely on others too much, you may have trouble finishing tests and quizzes.      

Notebook:

Your notebook should be used to study from and keep all-important materials for this class.   A notebook is to be maintained daily.  Notes should reflect what is covered in class.   You are responsible for any notes missed due to absence and must have them before coming for extra-help.     

 

Homework:


Homework will be assigned on a regular basis.  All homework assignments are due the following class unless otherwise stated (No exceptions!).  Homework is checked at the beginning of class and will not be accepted if handed in at the end of class. 

In order to receive credit, you must show that effort was put into the homework and show as much work as possible, a list of answers is NOT acceptable.  Homework will be graded on the following 0-3 scale:
 3 – Homework is ready at the beginning of the class period and completely done to the best of your ability.  All work is shown, the date and assignment are written at the top of the page, and a good effort has been put forth.   

 

2 – Homework is not complete, but at least three-quarters of the assignment was finished.     

1 – Homework is not complete, but at least half of the assignment was finished.  OR  The homework reflects a minimal amount of work and/or effort.   

 

0 – Homework has not been done to the best of your best ability, lacks effort, and/or is less than half complete.  OR The assignment is not handed in.  

 

·  Any student who is caught doing homework for my class during a lesson will receive an automatic zero for that assignment.  

· Any student who is caught doing homework for another class during a lesson will have his or her homework taken away.

 Calculator Policy:  


· Students MUST have a graphing calculator with them for each class.  Calculators are to be used in class only when we, as a class, are analyzing a problem or when I assign problems for you to try in class.  

·  THE USE OF PROGRAMMABLE CALCULATORS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED ON ALL TESTS/QUIZZES.  I will announce in class when you will not be able to use a programmable calculator.

· Any student who is caught playing a game on his or her calculator during class will first receive a warning.    If this behavior is observed again, the student will lose his or her graphing calculator privilege.

· Formulas programmed into calculators during a test or quiz is considered cheating.  Anyone who is caught doing so will receive a 0 for that test or quiz and will be reported to the office.  Calculators are allowed to help you, not to serve as ‘cheat sheets’.    

* Please see the BHS Student Handbook if you have any questions regarding the calculator policy.
 

Attendance and Make-Up Policies:


It is your responsibility to find out what you missed while absent and also to make it up.

1. It is your responsibility to get any notes that you missed and also make up any class work within 2 days of your return.  

2. If you are absent the day before a test or quiz and return the day of the test or quiz, you are still responsible for taking the test or quiz at that time (No Exceptions!).

3. If you are absent on the quiz/test day only, you will be expected to take the quiz/test in class the next day.

4. If a student is absent for an extended period of time, adjustments will be made as deemed necessary.  
 

Tardiness: 


If you are not in the room when the bell rings, you are TARDY and it is documented.  After being tardy 3 times, you will be written up for an UNEXCUSED ABSENCE and assigned an office detention through Mr. Messore or Mrs. Varone. 

 
Grading Policy:

Quarter Grade







Semester Grade

Tests, Quizzes, & Alternate Assessments: 90%

Quarter Grades: 80%

Homework, Concept Quizzes, & Class-work: 10%
Midterm/Final: 20%

(Tests and Quizzes will be given out of different point values.)

 
Re-Take Policy:


If you have taken a test/quiz and have scored low, you are eligible to re-take the test/quiz only if:

1.   You completed all homework assignments pertaining to the specific sections or chapter.

2. You re-do the problems that you got wrong on a separate sheet of paper.  (We go over test/quiz questions when tests/quizzes are returned so you should be able to do the problem correctly if you ask questions at that time.)

3. You stay after school to discuss mistakes made and ask questions within one week of when the test/quiz was returned.  You must show me your corrections.  (I am not going to do the test/quiz over for you.)

· Re-takes must be done within one week of the day that the test/quiz was returned.

· You are only allowed to re-take 1 test/quiz per semester.

·  The AVERAGE of both scores (the original and the re-take) is recorded as your new grade for that test/quiz regardless of whether the score of the re-take is higher or lower than the original score.  

· You cannot re-take a test/quiz during the last week of a quarter as well as the week prior to exams.
 
Extra Help Policy:  


ANY STUDENT THAT PAYS ATTENTION IN CLASS IS ELIGIBLE FOR EXTRA HELP.  Extra Help is both encouraged and available (before or after school).  Extra help is a time to ask questions that you have prepared beforehand.   It is your responsibility to make arrangements with me.  I arrive at school by 7:20am and can be found in the math office or room 510.  
DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO ASK FOR HELP!
Web Site:  


On the BHS website you will find a link for the mathematics department and Ms. Mendo.  On this website you can find all homework guides, a syllabus and other important information.  Please use this site and other curriculum sites to aid your progress in this class.
 
Electronics Policy:  

No electronics (cell phones, i-pods, touch, etc.) are allowed in class.  Electronics will be taken away when it is taken out to use for any reason at all in class (text messaging, calculator, music, etc.).  Please see the BHS Student Handbook if you have any questions regarding the new electronics policy.
