                                                              American Studies Socratic Seminar Rubric
Blanchard/Pickford

	Pts
	
	Exceeds the Standard (4)
	Meets the Standard (3)
	Nearly Meets the Standard (2)
	Does Not Meet the Standard(1)

	___
	1. Contributions reflect knowledge &understanding of prompt and relevant texts, events & ideas.

	Skillfully and consistently addresses the prompt, providing rich information that demonstrate broad knowledge and keen understanding of relevant texts, events & ideas.
	Consistently addresses the prompt, providing information that demonstrates knowledge and understanding of relevant texts, events & ideas.
	Does not consistently address the prompt OR provides information that demonstrates incomplete knowledge or understanding of relevant texts, events & ideas.
	Does not consistently address the prompt AND provides information that demonstrates incomplete knowledge or understanding of relevant texts, events & ideas.

	____
	2. Contributions exhibit thoughtful analysis of prompt and relevant texts, events & ideas.

	Responses include accurate and complex analysis of the prompt and information, providing insights and new interpretations derived from relevant texts, events & ideas.
	Responses include accurate analysis of the prompt and information, providing interpretations derived from relevant texts, events & ideas.
	Responses include analysis of the prompt and information that is sometimes inaccurate or underdeveloped, providing incomplete interpretations  derived from relevant texts, events & ideas.
	Responses do not include analysis of the prompt and information OR analysis is inaccurate and underdeveloped; interpretations not derived from relevant texts, events & ideas.

	____
	3. Contributions demonstrate application and/or synthesis.


	Insightfully applies information to other relevant literary or historical situations and makes intelligent connections to the ideas of others AND frequently brings different ideas together to form new insights or conclusions.
	Applies information to other relevant literary or historical situations and makes valid connections to the ideas of others OR brings different ideas together to form new insights or conclusions.
	Attempts to apply information to other relevant literary or historical situations OR attemps to make connections to the ideas of others; does not bring different ideas together to form new insights.
	Does not apply information to other relevant literary or historical situations AND is unable to make connections to ideas of others;  does not bring different ideas together to form new insights.

	____
	4. Intellectually challenges others and poses questions to evaluate ideas.
	Evaluates points in the discussion by questioning AND respectfully challenging peers.
	Attempts to evaluate points in the discussion by questioning AND respectfully challenging peers.
	Attempts to evaluate points in the discussion by questioning OR respectfully challenging peers.
	Does not attempt to evaluate points in the discussion by questioning AND does not attempt to respectfully challenge peers.

	____


	5. Supports ideas with relevant evidence from texts, events and/or outside research  
	Provides three (3) or more specific and relevant references to texts and/or historical events, each clearly supporting the response and accompanied by context and analysis to enhance understanding.
	Provides at least two (2) specific and relevant references to texts and/or historical events, each clearly supporting the response and accompanied by context and analysis to enhance understanding.
	Provides at least one (1)  specific and relevant reference to texts and/or historical events that clearly supports the response and is accompanied by context and analysis to enhance understanding OR provides two (2) specific references the relevance of which is unclear.
	Provides no specific or relevant reference to texts and/or historical events.

	____
	6. Actively participates but does not dominate discussion.
	Initiates respectful, meaningful conversation and does not dominate the conversation.. 
	Initiates respectful conversation and does not dominate the conversation.
	Attempts to initiate respectful conversation OR may dominate the conversation.
	Does not attempt to initiate respectful conversation AND dominates the conversation.

	____
	7. Effectively acted in role of observer. 
	Took complete and accurate notes on seminar partner’s discussion; all categories noted.
	Took accurate notes on seminar partner’s discussion; one category may not be filled in.
	Sporadic notes taken on seminar partner’s discussion; two categories not filled in.
	Little or no notes taken on seminar partner’s discussion; three or more categories not filled in.


