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Fort Worth City Councilman Joel Burns gave a heartfelt speech about growing up gay this week. 

A Texas city councilman's emotional speech about growing up gay has become an Internet sensation.
Joel Burns' heartfelt plea urgin gay teens to resist suicide in the face of constant bullying has garnered more than 900,000 hits on YouTube.
In his 12-minute speech, Burns, a Fort Worth councilman, invoked the names of teens who recently killed themselves, including Tyler Clementi, an 18-year-old Rutgers freshman who jumped off the George Washington Bridge last month after his roommate outed him online.
"Give your self a chance to see how much life will get better," Burns said, often fighting back tears and pausing to compose himself.
Burns, now 40, recounted his own struggles, and talked about an incident in the ninth grade when he was beat up by older boys.
They "said I was a faggot and I should die and go to hell where I belonged."
Speaking in a soft Texas twang, he said he wished he could show his 13-year-old self the many wonderful things he has since experienced, including proposing to his husband, his victorious election bid and winning his cowboy father's affection.
"You will get out of the household that doesn't accept you. You will get out of that high school, and you don't ever have to deal with those jerks again," he said. "Things will get easier ... Please stick around to make those happy memories for yourself," Burns said.
The councilman joins a growing chorus of openly gay celebrities encouraging gay teens to not give up hope amid their struggles with sexuality.
"Give yourself a chance," Burns said.
As he finished, he received a modest standing ovation by those in attendance.
In addition to Clementi, Burns spoke of several teens who were the targets of anti-gay bullies, including 13-year-old Asher Brown from Houston, who shot himself with his father's handgun.
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Burns says he will push for anti-bullying legislation
Posted Monday, Dec. 13, 2010 
By Dave Montgomery
dmontgomery@star-telegram.com
AUSTIN -- Fort Worth Councilman Joel Burns, whose emotional "life will get better" message touched Internet audiences worldwide, on Monday strongly endorsed efforts to crack down on bullying and said he plans to make frequent trips to the state Capitol next year to urge lawmakers to enact the legislation. 
"As I stand here today, there are Texas children who believe their only escape from the bullying and harassment is to put a gun to their heads and pull the trigger, empty the pill bottle, or tighten the noose around their necks and step off the chair," Burns said at an Austin news conference to spotlight legislative efforts to deal with bullying after a rash of highly publicized youth suicides. 
At least seven anti-bullying proposals have been filed in advance of the 2011 Legislature, including a measure by state Sen. Wendy Davis, D-Fort Worth. Leaders of Equality Texas, which lobbies on behalf of gay, lesbian and transgender issues, released a poll showing that 79.2 percent of Texans support anti-bullying legislation to prevent harassment of students, including those who are gay or whose parents are. 
Burns said he has received 32,000 e-mails and more than 1,000 phone messages since his mid-October speech reaching out to youths who are struggling with their sexuality. Burns, who is gay, recounted his own struggles as a teen but sought to assure young listeners and viewers that "life will get so, so much better." Burns said the responses were nearly all supportive. 
Many, he said, "would break your heart," but others "would also lift you up and make crystal clear how much Texans love their children." 
The councilman called bullying a "problem we cannot afford to ignore another day" and urged the Legislature to enact "comprehensive, common-sense legislation that sets a clear example of respect and love for everyone." Burns, who has publicly backed Davis' bill, said he plans to be in Austin "a lot" after the Legislature convenes Jan. 11 "to talk on this issue" as well as other legislative requests for Fort Worth. 
Equality Texas, which organized the news conference, has designated anti-bullying legislation as a top priority. Anne Wynne, co-chairwoman of the organization's board, read a recorded statement from Laura Bush saying she is proud of Burns. 
"Bullying of any kind, certainly gay teens, but any children, is terrible," the former first lady said. Bush, a former teacher, called on students to take a leadership role by arranging seminars and seeking help from counselors. 
Davis and state Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, who have filed nearly identical bills, are calling for school districts to develop a strategy to combat bullying and cyber-bullying, including training school employees on the issue and educating students and parents. 
Their bills would also require districts to notify a parent or guardian quickly of a student involved in bullying, and it would give school boards the power to transfer a victim to another school. 
Both bills would require districts to annually report the number of bullying incidents, including how many were based on race, ethnicity, religion or sexual orientation. 
Staff writer Aman Batheja contributed to this report. 
Dave Montgomery is chief of the Star-Telegram's Austin bureau. 512-476-4294
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