[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Syllabus
Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics
Spring Semester 2012

Instructor:	Ms. Tracy Miller
Email:		millert@bpsmail.org
Website:	http://html.barringtonhigh.org

Required Course Texts:	
O’Connor, Karen and Larry J. Sabato. American Government:  Continuity and Change, 
2008 edition.  Boston:  Pearson-Longman, 2008.

Woll, Peter.  American Government:  Reading and Cases, 7th edition.  Boston:  Pearson-
Longman, 2008.

Recommended Course Text(s):
An AP US Government and Politics review book (i.e. Princeton Review, Barron’s, Kaplan)

Other supplemental readings will be distributed during class; 
an emphasis here will be on current events.

Course Description
AP U.S. Government and Politics is an intensive and extensive study of government and the processes that make up the American political system.  Students will study and analyze the political philosophies supporting the American political system and American political institutions.  Students will also debate historic and current controversies in American political life.  The course of study will examine:  constitutional underpinnings of the United States government (federalism, separation of powers, etc.); political beliefs and behaviors; political parties, interest groups and the mass media; institutions of national government (presidency, courts, congress, bureaucracy); public policy; and civil rights and civil liberties.  In addition to knowing different facts, concepts, and theories, students will be required to read and analyze primary sources and interpret data relevant to U.S. government and politics.  Students will demonstrate proficiency in interpreting data through reflection essays, free-response questions (FRQ), and Socratic Seminars.  Additionally, many of the multiple choice questions will ask students to interpret data in the form of graphs and charts.  This course will provide an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States.  This class is taught on a college level and requires a substantial amount of reading and preparation for each class.  The class will prepare students for the AP Exam, and all students are expected to take the AP Exam on May 15, 2012 @ 8 am.

Grading and Course Requirements
· You will have weekly/daily reading assignments from O’Connor and Sabato (the text book).  There will be quizzes on assigned chapters.  These will emphasize reading comprehension and comprehension of the important terminology and concepts in AP U.S. Government and Politics.  These quizzes will be on the day that the reading from O’Connor and Sabato is due. 
· There will be weekly readings from Woll (the reader).  These readings are largely primary sources, court cases, and contemporary readings from leaders in the field of government and politics.  These readings are assigned to enrich and supplement your understand of the germane themes and topics of study.  Expect Socratic Seminars (or similar project) and brief reflection essays and reflection responses.
· You may be given longer quizzes roughly mid-way through the units that will be multiple choice questions.
· You may be given practice Free Response Questions (in class) in the spirit of those on the AP Exam.  These are brief essays.  These questions may ask you to interpret and analyze data.  Expect one practice FRQ per unit (6 total)
· Unit tests will be administered at the conclusion of each unit.  The tests will reflect the AP Exam administered in May.  The tests will have two sections: multiple choice and free response questions.
· Reflection Essays:  These are brief essays (roughly three pages) where you are expected to respond to a prompt.  Please see the Reflection Essay Rubric and Reflection Essay Guidelines.
· You will take a final AP comprehensive examination at the end of the semester.  This exam will count as your final exam and be administered in late April.
· All students are expected to attend and to participate in class.  
· Your notebook will be assessed—you must take comprehensive notes on every chapter—this will be evaluated periodically.  All notes must be taken in your own writing.  Typed notes will not be accepted.  Concerning the Woll reader, I recommend that you write down major arguments and/or points made.  Also, write down questions—both for inquiry and for understanding.  Periodically, there will reflective writing (1 page maximum) assigned relevant to the readings from the Woll reader.
· Woll Reflections:  These will be brief, one-page typed responses.  They will be assigned periodically throughout the semester.

Quarter and semester grades are established on the following basis:

	Weekly Quizzes
	20%

	Seminars, reflection essays, practice FRQs
	25%

	Tests
	40%

	Note checks and Woll reflections
	15%



Plagiarism Policy
Any type of cheating on tests and quizzes or plagiarism on essays/papers is unacceptable. “Group” projects may be assigned; however, it is very clear from the rubric based evaluation that individual efforts (or lack thereof) are rewarded and/or penalized.  Copying from another student, a book, or the internet is plagiarism.  Please consult the BHS student handbook for an in-depth discussion of plagiarism and its consequence.  I do not expect you to be an expert on every aspect of United States government and politics nor to be fluent in the latest scholarship. Cite your sources!  Use the Purdue University web site (linked to my site) for appropriate citation formats. 

Current Events
Students are responsible for keeping up with the daily events in the nation and in the world.  In our technological world, we are fortunate to have excellent access to reliable news media.  You must listen to NPR (or other reliable news radio), skim reputable national newspapers (The Washington Post, The New York Times, etc.), access national news via the internet (rueters.com/, cnn.com/, etc), or watch national news television (CNN, MSNBC, FOX, etc.).  You will be asked to apply our study of U.S. government and politics to the world and to the nation today.

AP Exam
The exam (which you all are taking), will be administered on Tuesday, May 15, 2011. The exam is two hours and twenty-five minutes long.  There is a 45-minute multiple choice section consisting of 60 questions, and a 100-minute free-response section consisting of four questions.

Unit 1:  Constitutional Underpinnings of the United States Government
	Day(s)
	Topics
	Readings/Assignments Due

	1
	Course introduction; Constitution; Political Landscape
	

	2-3
	Constitution and its antecedents—Articles of Confederation, Declaration of Independence.

What influenced the formulation and adoption of the Constitution?





	O’Connor Chapter 1

Woll Ch. 1:  “Second Treatise, of Civil Government” (J. Locke)

Declaration of Independence

Woll Ch. 1:  Federalist Papers # 47, 48, 51 and “How not to Read the Constitution”


	4
	The Constitution and its Principles
	O’Connor Chapter 2
Annotated Constitution (O’Connor pp. 66-79)
Socratic Seminar or Reflection Essay


	5-6
	Federalism and Theories of Democratic Government
	O’Connor Chapter 3

Woll Ch. 2:   Federalist Papers #16, 17, 45; Anti-Federalist Papers  #17; “Merits of the Federal System”; McCullouch v. Maryland; Gibbons v. Ogden; United States v. Morrison



	7
	
	UNIT TEST




Note:  the “Day(s)” column on the left side of the table 
represents the day(s) that the topics to the right will be discussed 
and the readings to the right thereof are due.
Unit 2:  Political Beliefs and Behaviors

	Day(s)
	Topics
	Readings/Assignments Due

	1-2
	Political Socialization

What beliefs do citizens hold about their government and their leaders?

How do citizens learn about politics?
	O’Connor Chapter 11

Woll Ch. 4:  “Democratic Practice and Democratic Theory”

	3-4
	Voting and Elections

What is public opinion?  What impact can it have on policy?
	O’Connor Chapter 13

Woll Ch. 5:  “A Theory of Critical Elections”

Practice FRQ

	5
	The Campaign Process 
	O’Connor Chapter 14 (up to p. 534)

Reflection Essay:  What determines ones’ political beliefs and behaviors?

	6
	
	UNIT TEST





Unit 3:  Political Parties, Interest Groups and Mass Media

The Readings for this unit MUST be completed over February Recess

	Day(s)
	Topics
	Readings/Assignments Due

	February Recess
	The Mass Media:  structure, functions, and impact on public opinion

	O’Connor Chapter 15



	February Recess
	Interest Groups and PACs:
What interest groups do, how they do it, and how this affects both the political process and public policy.  

	O’Connor Chapter 16
Woll Ch. 5:  “The Governmental Process”; “The Misplaced Obsession with PACs”

	February Recess
	Political Parties (and elections):
	O’Connor Chapter 12

Woll Ch. 4;  “Federalist Papers #10”; “Party Government”; “Divided We Govern”



	1(after break)
	
	Review material 

	2 (after break)
	
	Seminar

	3 (after break)
	
	Unit Test





Unit 4:  Institutions of National Government:
The Congress, the Presidency, the Bureaucracy, and the Federal Courts
	Day(s)
	Topics
	Readings/Assignments Due

	1-4
	The Congress

	O’Connor Chapter 6

Woll Ch. 8:  “Federalist Papers # 53,56,57,58,62”; “Congressional Government”; “Congress and the Quest for Power”; “Congress:  The Electoral Connection”

Reflection Essay:  The Role of the Congress

	5-8
	The Presidency


	O’Connor Chapter 8

Woll Ch. 6:  “Federalist Paper #70”; “The Presidential Character”; “The Presidency and Political Parties”; “Presidential Powers in Times of Emergency”

Socratic Seminar:  The Role of the Congress

	9-11
	The Bureaucracy
	O’Connor Chapter 9

Woll Ch. 7:  “The Rise of the Bureaucratic State”

Practice FRQ

	12-14
	The Federal Courts

	O’Connor Chapter 10

Woll Ch. 9:  “Commentaries on the Laws of England 1765”; “Federalist 78”; Marbury v. Madison

	15-16
	Relationships among the four institutions and the balances of power.

Linkages between institutions and
· Public opinion and voters
· Interest groups
· Political Parties
· The Media
· Subnational governments

	Supplemental readings TBA

Reflection Essay

Note:  There may be inter-unit quizzes on each of the 4 institutions in addition to the weekly quizzes.

	17
	
	UNIT TEST


Unit 5:  Public Policy

	Day(s)
	Topics
	Readings/Assignments Due

	1



2-3

3-4

5
	Policymaking in a federal system:
Who sets policy agendas for our nation?

Social Welfare Policy

Economic Policy

Foreign and Defense Policy

	



O’Connor Chapter 17 

O’Connor Chapter 18

O’Connor Chapter 19

	6
	
	Policy Project:  Students will select a policy and link to one or more of the following:
· Political institutions and federalism
· Political parties
· Interest groups
· Public opinion
· Elections
· Policy 
details forthcoming—this project will also overlap with the first 7 days of the unit—due days for O’Connor subject to change 

	7
	
	UNIT TEST




Unit 6:  Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

	Day(s)
	Topics
	Readings/Assignments Due

	1-2

3-4



5
	Civil Rights

Civil Liberties

Knowledge of substantive rights

Bill of Rights:  What constitutes Free Speech?

Life liberty and property—due process

Does the court legislate from the bench?

Impact of the Fourteenth Amendments and Equal Protection
	O’Connor Chapter 5

O’Connor Chapter 6 

The Bill of Rights

Woll Ch. 3:  “Anti-Federalist #48”; Madison’s speech before the House of Representatives in 1789; Gideon v. Wainwright, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Engel v. Vitale, Griswold v. Connecticut, Roe v. Wade, University of California Board of regents v. Bakke

Please review relevant and cases involving selective incorporation (TBD)

Socratic Seminar



	6
	
	Assessment




April Recess:  Study for Exam
After school review Sessions will be conducted
in late April


· Practice AP Exam:  2 days—Day 1 Multiple Choice; Day 2—FRQ (practice test will be administered on or by May 8).





