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American Literature is a thematic survey course intended to introduce students to a wide range of literature written by men and women of the United States.  The course is broken into segments that focus on a major question or theme that will drive the literature that we will encounter.  The questions are designed to induce critical thought concerning our country and the literature that can be found within.  Each student will have the opportunity to seek truth in the novels and other genres of literature that we read.  The goals of this adventure will be to explore language through reading, writing and speaking, identify themes, make connections, and analyze where it is that students fit into this great goulash that we call America!

The questions / Ideas:

1. What is America? Whose Country is it Anyway?

2. How do I fit into American Society?

3. How do I express myself in America? When do I “grow up”?

4. The American Dream.

The grades:

· Papers and Projects – 40%

· Quizzes – 25%

· Homework – 20%

· Participation – 15%

***Your Gateway Portfolio will be due at the end of the year.  It’s contents will help determine what English class you will take Junior year. 

The details:
1. Be on time and prepared for each class i.e. notebook / folder, pen, book(when needed), a one inch three ring binder, an additional journal of standard size, and your brain.  
2. Respect is essential.  Do not break this rule when dealing with the teachers or each other.

3. Homework is due on one day.  The next day it is a 50 and the next it is a 0.

4. Larger projects that are late will lose a letter grade each day.

5. No hats in class.
The questions:
If at any time you are absent or have a question or problem it is YOUR responsibility to find me after school or before school immediately.  My web page will be up and running soon with all relevant materials.  I Parent will allow you to keep on your current averages.  I can also be reached via e-mail at scottp@bpsmail.org.  Have fun!

-P. Scott
