Communications 1 Course Introduction
Mrs. Abrahamson/Mrs. Bensusan/Mr. Scott

Communications – “the art of expressing ideas, especially in speech and writing”

Welcome to “Comm 1.” This course is designed to increase your abilities as communicators – readers, writers, speakers and listeners – so that whatever you do after you graduate from high school, you will be more confident, skillful and successful. The course is also tailored to help you develop and refine the skills you will need to demonstrate next year as you work on and present your Senior Project. These are the very same skills you will need to succeed in your post-secondary schooling and in the world of work.

The first semester of this year, we will concentrate on developing academic writing skills, culminating in a research paper to be submitted in January. That paper will be just like the Senior Project paper, except it will be half the length. The first quarter we will spend most of our class time practicing seven particular writing skills that you will need to be able to use well during the research paper project.

The reading we will do this semester will revolve around the theme of “otherness.” Most people have occasionally felt like outsiders in places or situations where they live and work. Some people always feel “on the outside looking in.” Your summer reading books all had characters who felt this “otherness”: Charlie in The Perks of Being a Wallflower, most of the characters in The Secret Life of Bees and  Always Running. This theme is the lens through which we will look at the fiction and non-fiction that we will read this quarter.

We will learn to talk about our class work in increasingly intelligent ways. To be sure that this classroom talk really strengthens your oral communication skills, it will be structured in a variety of ways (collaboration, cooperation, text-based seminars, and other formats). We want the classroom talk to be Accountable Talk. One category of your grade will be based on the quality of your contributions as a speaker and listener.

Course Goals in a “Nutshell”

· To deepen your ability to understand the complex, important ideas you encounter through reading and listening
· To strengthen your ability to express your ideas effectively in various modes of writing and speaking
· To produce work (The Graduation Readiness Portfolio) that shows you are ready to be a senior at BHS (and therefore able to succeed with all the components of Senior Project)

