Communications 1 Course Introduction

Mrs. Abrahamson / Mrs. Smith  

Welcome to "Comm 1." This two year course is designed to increase your abilities as communicators - readers, writers, speakers and listeners - so that whatever you do after you graduate from high school, you will be more confident, skillful and successful. The course is also tailored to help you develop and refine the skills you will need to demonstrate next year as you work on and present your own Senior Project. These are the very same skills you will need to succeed in your post-secondary schooling, and in the world of work. 

The reading we will do this quarter will revolve around the theme of “otherness.”  Most people have occasionally felt like outsiders in places or situations where they live and work. Some people always feel “on the outside looking in.” Your summer reading books all had characters who felt this “otherness”: Charlie in The Perks of Being a Wallflower, and most of the characters in The Secret Life of Bees and Always Running. This theme is the lens through which we will look at the fiction and non-fiction that we will read this quarter. The primary text is a novel called Snow in August by Pete Hamill.  You’ll need to keep your copy of the class calendar handy to track all of the reading assignments as we get used to our new rotating schedule.

We will learn to talk about our reading in increasingly intelligent ways. To be sure that this classroom talk really strengthens your oral communication skills, it will be structured in a variety of ways (collaboration, cooperation, text-based seminars and other ways of listening and speaking). We want the classroom talk to be "Accountable Talk."  Have you heard of that? We will end the quarter (November 9th and 10th) with a two-day text-based seminar- a discussion about Snow in August and the other texts we will have in common by then.

This quarter, we will also practice a particular kind of writing called a “Self-to-Text” response. You will complete five of these during the quarter, and then you will select and revise one of them to put into your portfolio as your “revised piece.” The calendar will also help you to keep track of when these papers are due.  On those due dates, we will usually spend our class time sharing our writing with each other in various ways.

First, though, we will take care of your summer reading. You were assigned to choose and read one of three books during the summer. On Tuesday, Sept. 6th you will take a test on the book you selected. If you haven’t finished reading yet, we suggest that you make good use of the next five days. If you read it a while ago, we suggest reviewing it before Tuesday. Can you think of some strategies to do this? 

Questions so far?

