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Syllabus: Psychology 1

Instructor: Jane Nobrega     nobregaj@bpsmail.org
2011 -2012
Course Description: This Psychology course focuses on the scientific study of the behavior of 
                                  all living organisms. This course includes a wide variety of units 
                                             beginning with an  introductory unit examining the history of

                                             Psychology, the methods and materials available to those in the field,
                                             pseudo sciences and  parapsychology, concluding with an examination 

                                             of the mind of a murderer.  Other units include development, heredity

                                             and environment, the brain, personality theories, and a unit examining
                                             abnormal behavior. In class we will strive for a better understanding
                                             of the complex field of Psychology. Through class discussions, films, and

                                             readings students study and evaluate the dynamics of behavior and the

                                             ramifications for society. In addition to assigned readings in the text,

                                            students are required to read at least one outside novel as well as 

                                            supplementary articles from numerous sources, and write a research

                                            paper.

                                                  Topics & Reading

Weeks 1-4    Introduction to Psychology
. What is Psychology? 

. History of Psychology

. Available careers

. Tools and techniques to gather information

. Pseudo sciences v. Para sciences
. Mini Unit: the mind of a murderer

Chapter 1 & 158-162 Wade & Tavris
. Assorted articles illustrating the nature of Psychology including:

  Animal Research, Pseudo psychology and Parapsychology, Deceptive Research, Serial Killers
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Weeks 4-7 Development 

. What are the general principles of Development?

. How do psychologists study development?

. What are the different types of development?

. What is the importance of Piaget, Erikson, Kohlberg and Cole?
Chapter 3 Wade & Tavris
Assorted articles illustrating the nature of Development including:

Birth Order, Imprinting and Instinctive Behavior, Beginnings of Behavior, Social Development,

Emotions and emotional development, Psychosocial development, Cognitive development,

Moral development
Weeks 8 Heredity and Environment
. What makes us who and what we are- nature vs. nurture?
. What are some differences in behavior due to gender? upbringing?

   location?

Chapter 2 Wade & Tavris

Assorted articles demonstrating the nature vs. nurture controversy

Week 9 – 11 Brain, Memory, and Learning
. What techniques are used to study the brain?

. How does the brain work?

. How do male/female brains differ?

. What is memory?

. What are the different types of memory?

. What are some problems associated with memory?

. Theories of Learning
Chapters 4, 8, 9 Wade & Tavris
Assorted articles on the study of the brain, memory, and learning
Weeks 12-16 Personality Tests and Theories
. How is personality evaluated?

. What are some of the influences on personality development?
.  How is personality defined historically and today?

. Personality Theories: Psychoanalytic Viewpoint, the Neo-Freudian,

                                        Behaviorist Viewpoint, Humanist Viewpoint,

Text: Chapters 2 & 9   Wade & Tavris
Weeks 17-20 Psychological Disorders and Treatments

. How are psychological disorders diagnosed?

. What are the types of psychological disorders?

. How are disorders treated?

Text: Chapters 11 & 12 Wade & Tavris
Grading Policy:
· Formal Assessments (30%): These can range from formal tests to in-class essays.  
· Projects (30%): Projects are done out of class and require an extensive amount of outside research on a particular topic.  There will be at least one major project per quarter.
· Quizzes and In-Class Activities (20%): Quizzes will be both announced and unannounced (only on homework assignments).  We will also complete some individual, partner, and group activities in class throughout the semester.
· Reflections (10%): These informal paragraphs/essays will be given in class during each unit. 

· Homework (10%): Homework will be given throughout the semester.  This is extremely important because it reinforces topics learned in class.  Each incomplete homework assignment will result in a deduction from your quarterly average.  Homework assignments will be posted on the board.  Check plus-100%, Check-85%, Check Minus-70%.

· Attendance: Attendance is crucial to success in this class!!!

· Plagiarism: This will NOT be tolerated! It will result in a 0 for ALL involved, a referral to the assistant principal and a call home. All students will be required to submit certain assignments to www.turnitin.com.
· Going Green: As part of our effort to be civically minded, you will be required to access electronic assignments, hand-outs, etc.

· Participation/Class Conduct: Each student will be expected to participate in all class discussions and activities. Students will also be expected to exhibit respect for the classroom, fellow classmates, and the teacher.          
· Assignments: Book Review, Movie Review, Research Paper         
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