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Syllabus: Sociology 240
Instructor: Mrs. Nobrega


2010-11
Course Description: This Sociology course focuses on the study of human groups and the influence of society and culture upon this behavior. This course includes a wide variety of units beginning with an introductory unit examining the methods and materials available to sociologists including career opportunities in the field.  Other units include culture, socialization, conformity, stereotyping and ethnicity, the family, education and religion as institutions in the United States as well as problems facing American society. In class we will strive for a better understanding of the diversity of America and our rich cultural history.  Through class discussions, films, and readings, study and evaluate the dynamics of social behavior and social institutions. In addition to assigned readings in the text, students are required to read at least one outside novel as well as supplementary articles from numerous sources, and write a research paper.     
Required Text:   Sociology and You.  (Glencoe McGraw –Hill). 2008. Jon Shepard and Robert Greene
Grading Policy:
· Formal Assessments (30%): These can range from formal tests to in-class essays.  
· Projects (30%): Projects are done out of class and require an extensive amount of outside research on a particular topic.  There will be at least one major project per quarter.
· Quizzes and In-Class Activities (20%): Quizzes will be both announced and unannounced (only on homework assignments).  We will also complete some individual, partner, and group activities in class throughout the semester.
· Homework (15%): Homework will be given throughout the semester.  This is extremely important because it reinforces topics learned in class.  Each incomplete homework assignment will result in a deduction from your quarterly average.  Homework assignments will be posted on the board and the website. Check plus-100%, Check-85%, Check Minus-60%.
· Attendance: Attendance is crucial to success in this class!!!

· Plagiarism: This will NOT be tolerated! It will result in a 0 for ALL involved, a referral to the assistant principal and a call home. All students will be required to submit certain assignments to www.turnitin.com.
· Going Green: As part of our effort to be civically minded, you will be required to access electronic assignments, hand-outs, etc.

· Participation/Class Conduct (5%) - Each student will be expected to participate in all class discussions and activities.  This grade is based on factors such as attendance, behavior and class participation.  Students will also be expected to exhibit respect for the classroom, fellow classmates, and the teacher.                   
 Topics & Readings
Weeks 1 – 3   Introduction to Sociology
      - What is Sociology?
      - History of Sociology

      - Available careers

      - Tools and techniques to gather information

      - Durkheim’s study on suicide 
Reading: Chapters 1 & 2 Text

                 Assorted articles on the nature of society and teen suicide.
                 Film: Dead Poet’s Society
Weeks 4-6 Culture and Subcultures
            - What is culture and its components?
            - Cultural terminology

            - Subcultures: Hopi Indians, Amish, and BHS teenager                                
 Reading: Chapter 3 Text
                Assorted articles on culture and subcultures

    Film: Witness


    Documentary: “School Shooting in Amish Country”

    Culture Oral Presentation
Weeks 7-10 Socialization
             - Socialization and social development

             - Terminology

             - Socialization in the U.S. and elsewhere

             - Gender Roles

             - Bullying

Reading: Chapter 4 Text

               Assorted articles on socialization

   Documentaries: “13”, “Real Boys”, “Secrets of A Wild Child”

   Film: Stand By Me
Weeks 10-12 Conformity and Deviance
             - Conformity and deviance terminology

             - Group affiliations- initiation rituals, gangs, the mob 
             - Types of social influence

             - Studies of why people conform (Asch and Milgram)

             - Hazing, bullying, dangerous initiation rites

             - Peer pressure

             - Terrorism: history, forms, impact on society

Reading: Chapters 6 and 7 Text  

                Assorted articles on conformity, bullying, and terrorism

Documentaries: “MS-13”, “Hitler Youth”, “Basic Instincts: Milgram”, “Dangerous Initiation Rituals” (Oprah)


Weeks 13-16 Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity
             - Terminology


 - Prejudice and discrimination

             - Hate groups in the U.S.

             - Sex and gender bias

             - Ethnic groups and ethnocentrism
Reading: Chapters 9 and 10 Text
               Assorted articles on stereotyping

   Documentary: “Blue Eyes, Brown Eyes” (The Eye of the Storm)


   Film: “Crash” (Socratic Seminar on Race in America)

Weeks 17-20 Family and Marriage
             - Terminology

             - Functions of the family

             - Types of families

             - Problems facing families

             - Forms of marriage

             - Marriage restrictions

             - Authority in the family
 Reading: Chapter 11 Text
              Assorted articles on the family and marriage
Major Semester Projects

Quarter 1 Projects:
             - Survey Project

             - Book Review
             -Movie Review


Quarter 2 Projects:


 - Socratic Seminar: Race Relations in America



 - Formal Thesis-Driven Research Paper  
Additional Information: Late Policy for Papers/Projects/Reports: Grade is reduced 10 points for 
                                                               lateness.  If you are absent on the day something major is due,                                                                    
                                                               USE EMAIL!!!!!

Materials needed for class: You are expected to be prepared every day with the following items: A multi-subject notebook and/or binder with dividers for each unit of study will be useful, the class textbook (when requested by teacher), and a writing utensil. 
