Sociology                                 



      Essay Assignment    Carpe Diem !  Due:     
     Please type   Thesis Driven
After watching the film Dead Poet’s Society , reading the articles about depression and teen suicide, and our discussions about the warning signs and causes of teen suicide, you are to write an essay sharing what you have learned about what causes someone to take their life.

The essay should include:

Causes of teen suicide- refer to the film and articles 
How those left behind are affected

What can be done to prevent teen suicide

Your reactions and personal experiences/ comments- is this a timeless film or does it only reflect the ideas present in 1959? What role does wanting to please one’s parents and conformity have in this film?

Characters:

John Keating- English teacher, former student at Welton Academy. 

                        Encourages his students to Seize the Day! (Carpe Diem)

Neil Perry- Senior who knows what he wants in life, but is afraid to 

                   Disappoint his father.

Todd Anderson- new student, shares room with Neil. Lives in the shadow

                            of his popular older brother.

Knox Overstreet- love struck;

Charlie Dalton aka Nwanda- wise guy

Chris Noel- cheerleader; Chet (football players’ girl)

Richard Cameron red hair

Gerald Pitts

Steven Meeks- red hair; glasses

Mr. Mc Allister- teacher

Mr. Nolan- head master; preparing students for college- tradition and discipline

