American Government Syllabus
 Mrs. Sickel/Mrs. Nobrega


Unit I.   Introduction to Politics and Federalism:  (Text: Chapters 1 & 4)
“We hold these Truths to be self- evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights...That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men.”                                                            Declaration of Independence (1776)


“In framing a government which is to be administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the government to control the governed; and in the next place oblige it to control itself.”                                                       James Madison (1788)

“[The government of the United States is] a government limited...by the authority of a paramount Constitution.”                                                                       James Madison (1788)
Essential Questions: 

· What is politics and how do politics affect the average citizen?

· How does America’s governmental system reflect basic American values?

· What are the principles of our government?  How are they similar to /different from other systems of government used in the world?
· How is American democracy similar to and different from other democracies throughout the world?
· Why has American government been successful?

· What are the origins of American democracy?

· What is federalism and how has this concept helped define America’s unique identity?
Topics of Study:

Origins of American Government (John Locke, Social Contract, Rousseau)
Types of Government (Democracy, Dictatorship, Parliamentary, etc.)
Principles of American Government (Separation of Powers, Checks and Balances, etc.)
Characteristics of a state (Sovereignty, Territory, Population, Government)
Concepts of American Democracy (Free Enterprise, Mixed Economy, Majority Rule/Minority Rights) 

Federalism- The Division of Powers (State vs Federal Powers)
Delegated powers, Expressed powers of Federal Government

Implied vs. Expressed Powers 

The Elastic Clause; Supremacy Clause
Inherent Powers; Exclusive Powers, Reserved Powers, Concurrent Powers

Standard  I:      WHAT ARE CIVIC LIFE, POLITICS, AND GOVERNMENT?


1.A.1  Defining civic life, politics, and government.


1.A.2   Necessity of politics and government


1.A.3   The purposes of politics and government


1.B.1   Limited and unlimited governments


1.C.2   Purposes and uses of constitutions


1.D.1   Shared powers and parliamentary systems


1.D.2.  Confederal, federal, and unitary systems.
Standard  III:  HOW DOES THE GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY THE CONSTITUTION 
                                  EMBODY THE PURPOSES, VALUES, &  PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN 
                                  DEMOCRACY


3.A.1   Distributing governmental power and preventing its abuse


3.A.2   The American federal system


3.B.1   The institutions of the national government.

Unit 2 Outline:  Legislative Branch

Chapters 10, 11, 12
“Your representative owes you, not his industry only, but his judgment; and he betrays instead of serving you if he sacrifices it to your opinion.”              Edmund Burke (1774)

“The people made the Constitution, and the people can unmake it. It is the creature of their own will, and lives only by their will.”               John Marshall (1821)
Essential Questions:

· What is a legislature and what purpose does it serve in a democracy?
· In what way are lawmaking functions central to government?
· Does the bicameral legislative system reflect true democracy?
· How do the U.S. Constitution and the federal system affect the powers that Congress exercises?
· What are both the non-legislative and legislative powers of Congress?
· What are the major differences between the 2 houses of Congress?
· How does a bill become a law?
· What is the committee system and how does it function?
· What are the distinctions between local, state, and federal policy-making?
· What are the roles within the two houses of Congress?
Unit Topics:

· Congressional Terminology (bicameral; Senate; House; term; session; adjourn; gerrymandering; term lengths; election year/off-year elections; special session; constituency; oversight function; partisan; legislator; committee; subcommittee; delegate; majority; minority) 
· Current Congressional Figures (Speaker of the House; majority leader; minority leader; etc)
· Non-legislative Powers of Congress (Constitutional Amendments; Electoral Duties; Impeachment; Executive; Investigatory Powers)
· Legislative Powers of Congress (Passing laws; Taxation; Borrowing; Commerce; Currency; Bankruptcy)
· Other Expressed Powers (War Powers; Foreign Relations; Judicial Powers)
· Organization of a session of Congress
· Purpose and operation of Congressional Committees (committees; sub-committees; joint committees; conference committees; etc)
· How does a bill become a law? (in House & Senate)
Standard I:      WHAT ARE CIVIC LIFE, POLITICS, AND GOVERNMENT?

1.C. 2  Purposes and uses of constitutions.

1.C. 3  Conditions under which constitutional government flourishes

1.D.3   Nature of representation
Standard  III:  HOW DOES THE GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY THE CONSTITUTION 
                                  EMBODY THE PURPOSES, VALUES, &  PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN 
                                 DEMOCRACY

3-B-1: The institutions of the national government.

3-B-2: Major Responsibilities of the national government in domestic and foreign policy

3-B-3: Financing government through taxation

Unit 3 Outline:  Executive Branch

Chapters 13-15
“Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely”. Lord Acton (1887)
[T]he only title in our democracy superior to that of President [is] the title of citizen.               
                                                                                                        Louis Brandeis (c.1937)

Essential Questions:

· What powers are designated to the Executive Branch?
· What roles must the President play in our national government and what are some examples of these?
· What is the scope of Presidential power?  How is the President’s power limited?
· What qualities make a “good” president?  A “bad” president?
· Identify the various powers of the President?
· What are the roles of the Cabinet, White House staff and Executive Office?
· What is the role of the vice President?
Unit Topics/Terminology

· Eight Duties of the President

· Presidential Qualifications (formal and informal)

· Powers of the President (Executive, Diplomatic/Military, Legislative, Judicial)

· Treaties/Executive Agreements

· Cabinet/Executive Departments

· Purpose/history of the Cabinet

· Bureaucracy/ Regulatory and independent agencies

· War Powers Resolution

· Current Events 

· What makes a good President?

· Application of Presidential Powers/Duties in Current Events

· Checks and balances between executive, legislative, judicial
STANDARD 1:   WHAT ARE CIVIC LIFE, POLITICS, AND GOVERNMENT?

1-C-2: Purposes and uses of constitutions.

1-D-3: Nature of representation

STANDARD III:   HOW DOES THE GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY THE CONSTITUTION EMBODY THE PURPOSES, VALUES, AND PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY?

3-B-1: The institutions of the national government.

3-B-2: Major responsibilities of the national government in domestic and foreign policy.

STANDARD IV:  WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE UNITED STATES TO OTHER NATIONS AND TO WORLD AFFAIRS?

4-A-2: Interactions among nation-states


4-C-2: Making and implementing United States foreign policy.

STANDARD V:   WHAT ARE THE ROLES OF THE CITIZEN IN AMERICAN DEMOCRACY?

5-E-4: Political leadership and careers in public service.

Unit 4 Outline:  Judicial Branch

Chapter 18
“Wherever Law ends, Tyranny begins.”
 John Locke (1690)

“Let me be a free man-- free to travel, free to stop, free to work, free to trade where I choose, free to choose my own teachers, free to follow the religion of my fathers, free to think and talk and act for myself--and I will obey every law, or submit to the penalty.” 








Chief Joseph (1879)
Essential Questions:

· What role does the Judicial Branch play in American government and politics?
· How does the Bill of Rights influence judicial decisions?
· What is judicial review and why is this concept important to ensuring the ongoing legitimacy of the Supreme Court?
· How can the Judicial Branch check the other branches? (Or be checked?)
· How does the organization of state and federal courts reflect American values and traditions?
· What is jurisdiction and what factors determine which courts hears which cases?
Unit Topics/Terminology:

· Bill of Rights

· Civil Liberties

· Civil Rights

· Due Process clause

· Original/Appellate Jurisdiction

· Judicial Review

· Supreme Court & its procedures & “players” (Chief Justice, justices, writ of certiorari, etc)

· District Court/ Court of Appeals

· Federal & State court systems

· Constitutional Issues (noteworthy court cases)

· Marbury vs. Madison

· Cases dealing with school law 

· Criminal vs. Civil Cases

STANDARD 1:  WHAT ARE CIVIC LIFE, POLITICS, AND GOVERNMENT?



1. B.2   Rule of Law;  


1. B.4 The relationship of limited government to political economic freedom

STANDARD:  III. HOW DOES THE GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY THE CONSTITUTION

                  EMBODY THE PURPOSES, VALUES, AND PRINCIPLES  OF AMERICAN 


     DEMOCRACY?



3.B.1   The institutions of the national government



3.D.1  The place of law in American society



3.D.2  Judicial protection of the rights of individuals

V. WHAT ARE THE ROLES OF THE CITIZEN IN AMERICAN DEMOCRACY?



 5.B.1  Personal rights 


 5.B.5  Scope and limits of rights 


 5.C.1  Personal responsibilities
Unit 5 Outline: Political Parties

Chapter 5

“Political parties serve to keep each other in check, one keenly watching the other.” 







                        Henry Clay (c.1840)
Essential Questions:

· What is the political spectrum and why is understanding it important to following American politics?
· Why is the two-party system used in America?

· How are American political parties different from other political groups?

· How did American political parties originate and evolve into what they are today?

· What is the definition of a conservative in the current era of American politics?

· What is the definition of a liberal in the current state of American politics?

· How are modern American political parties organized?

· How do the 2 major political parties affect the American political landscape today?

· How do minor/third parties affect the American political landscape today?

· What is the future of political parties?

Unit Topics/Terminology:

· Characteristics & functions of political parties

· Formation of political parties in America

· Single/Two/Multi-party systems

· Pluralism; Partisan; Bipartisan

· Party membership patterns

· Major present-day American political parties

· Historical American political parties; factions

· Era of Republicans/ Era of Democrats

· Electorate/sectionalism

· Minor parties (ideological; single-issue, economic, splinter); The Green Party 

· Organization of Parties (nominating process; national convention; national committees; national chairperson; Congressional campaign committees; state-level organization; local-level organization)

· Three components of the party (organization; in the electorate; in the gov’t)

· Split-Ticket voting

STANDARD II:  WHAT ARE THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM?


2.A.2   How American constitutional government has shaped the character of 


American society


2.C.1   American national identity and political culture


2.C.2   Character of American political conflict


2.D.1   Liberalism and American constitutional democracy


2.D.2   Republicanism and American constitutional democracy
STANDARD III:  HOW DOES THE GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY THE CONSTITUTION 

EMBODY THE PURPOSES, VALUES, AND PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN 

DEMOCRACY?

3.E.4    Political parties, campaigns, and elections


5.E.5    Knowledge and participation

Unit 6 Outline:  Elections/Electoral Process

Chapters 6, 7; pgs 377-384
“Here, in the first paragraph of the Declaration [of Independence], is the assertion of the natural right of all to the ballot; for how can the consent of the governed be given, if the right to vote be denied?”                                                             Susan B. Anthony (1873)

“The life of a republic lies certainly in the energy, virtue, and intelligence of its citizens.”                       
                                                                                                       Andrew Johnson (1865)
“The future of this republic is in the hands of the American voter.”







                  Dwight D. Eisenhower (1949)
Essential Questions:

· How are candidates nominated for office, and why is nomination a crucial part of the electoral process? 

· Is the current nomination process in the United States a suitable system and why? 

· How does the primary process work?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of this process?
· What is the Electoral College? Why is this system used to elect the President?  What are some criticisms of this system?  What are some different alternatives?
· How did the election of 2000 affect the public’s opinion of the Electoral College?

· How are campaigns financed? What recent laws have addressed the issue of campaign finance reform?  How does campaign finance affect the ever-changing nature of American democracy?
· How does one qualify to vote and how does one register?
Unit Topics:

· Nomination Methods (self announcement; caucus; convention; direct primary; petition)
· Types of Primaries (closed; open; blanket; runoff)

· Election basics (When are elections held? How does one absentee vote?)

· Types of ballots (Office-Group vs. Party Column)

· Technology & voting (e-voting, etc)

· Political Actions Committees; Campaign Finance: subsidies, soft money, hard money

· Electoral College (Why do we use it? How does it work? Strengths & weaknesses?)

· Electoral College alternatives (district plan, proportional plan, direct popular election)

· Voter qualifications (age, residence, registration, etc)

· Voter Turnout; History of American voting/suffrage

· General Election; Off-Year Elections

STANDARD II.: WHAT ARE THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

2-B-2: The role of voluntarism in American life.

2-C-1: American national identity and political culture.
STANDARD III:  HOW DOES THE GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY THE CONSTITUTION 
            EMBODY THE PURPOSES, VALUES, AND PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY?

3-E-4: Political parties, campaigns, and elections.

5-B-2: Political rights.

5-E-3: Forms of political participation


5-E-5: Knowledge and participation.
Unit 7 Outline: Public Opinion/Interest Groups

Chapters 8 & 9

“I fear three newspapers more than a hundred bayonets.” Napoleon Bonaparte (c. 1800)

“Public opinion sets bounds to every government and is the real sovereign in every free one.”








                   James Madison (1791)
“Morality cannot be legislated, but behavior can be regulated. Judicial decrees may not change the heart, but they can restrain the heartless.”                                      Martin Luther King, Jr. (1963)
“Better use has been made of association and this powerful instrument of action has been applied for more varied aims in America than anywhere else in the world.”              Alexis de Tocqueville (1835)
Essential Questions:

· What is public opinion, and why is public opinion important in the determining the political agenda?
· How does the mass media play a role in American politics?
· What is public opinion polling?  How does one conduct a valid public opinion poll?  What role do polls play in the democratic system?
· How does one properly evaluate a poll?
· What is more influential in a campaign? Issues or image?
· When did image hurt or help a candidate’s campaign in American history?
Unit Topics:

· 5 factors that shape public opinion (family & education; mass media; peer groups; opinion leaders; historic events)

· 4 ways to measure public opinion (elections; interest groups; the media; personal contacts)

· Public opinion polls / scientific polls/ random sample poll/ exit poll/ straw votes/
· Random samples vs. quota samples

· Types of media & how they influence elections (Television vs. print media etc)

· The Media & politics: how do they interact? What is the media’s function in politics right now? 

STANDARD II:  WHAT ARE THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM?

2-B-3: The role of organized groups in political life.

2-B-4:  Diversity in American society.
STANDARD III.:  HOW DOES THE GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY THE CONSTITUTION  
             EMBODY THE PURPOSES, VALUES, AND PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN 
             DEMOCRACY?

3-E-1: The public agenda

3-E-2: Public opinion and behavior of the electorate

3-E-3: Political communication: television, radio, the press, and political persuasion.

