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Course Description:

The purposes of this course are to give students a better understanding of present day politics and to foster citizenship by acquainting them with the basic principles of U.S. Law and the Constitution.  This class will attempt to increase awareness and to better understand the importance of individual political decisions.  This course will center around class discussion, case studies, simulations and group activities.  All students are required to attend a School Committee and/or a Town Council Meeting during the semester.
Common Course Assessments:

· Each unit will contain both formal and informal assessments. Unit Tests will involve 50% objective (multiple choice, true/false, identifications, etc) and 50% performance-based assessments (paragraph discussion questions and document analysis (i.e. current events articles, political cartoons, press releases, etc) 

· Presentations, papers, and other major assessments will be graded according to our school-wide rubrics.  
· Note: All Keep it Real Assignments, Simple and Annotated outlines MUST be uploaded to turnitin.com

· The course will be assessed  with an End of Course Exam consisting of 50% objective (multiple choice questions & identifications) and 50% performance-based (paragraph discussion questions and document analysis (i.e. current events articles, political cartoons, press releases, etc) Your research project will comprise 30% of your End of Course Exam grade. 
· NOTE: You must earn a minimum of a 70 on your Common Course Assessment and pass the course to earn American Government credit.

Grading Policies: 

1st/3rd Quarter:
· Newsletter Project – 15%
· Keep It Real Assignments – 20%
· Tests: 20%

· Quizzes: 15%
· Homework/In Class Activities/Reflections/: 10%
· Project Prep. : 20% 

2nd/4th Quarter

· Town Council/School Committee Paper – 20%

· Keep It Real Assignments – 20%
· Tests: 20%

· Quizzes: 15%

· Homework/In Class Activities/Reflections/: 10%
· Project Prep. : 15% 

Common Assessments:


Quarter I/III:

1. Current Events: Keep it Real (one per unit)
2. Government Newsletter (Project)
3. Project Planning/Outlines 

Quarter II/IV:

1. Town Council/ School Committee Meeting Paper (project)
2. Current Events: Keep it Real (one per unit)

Final Research Project (30% of End of Course Exam grade)
· Students will begin work on their project during the first 2 weeks of the semester. Students will have several preliminary deadlines for research and outlines of their presentations to be assigned by their individual teacher.
Course Outline:
Unit 1: Introduction to Politics & Federalism 



Text: Chapters 1 & 4

Unit 2: Political Parties 


Text: Chapter 5

Unit 3: Legislative Branch



Text: Chapters 10, 11, & 12 

Unit 4: Executive Branch 



Text: Chapters 13, 14



*Gov’t Newsletter: Executive & Legislative
Unit 5: Judicial Branch 



Text: Chapter 18
Unit 6: Electoral Process/Elections 



Text: Chapter 6,7

Unit 7: Mass Media/Public Opinion/ Interest Groups 



Text: Chapter 8, 9

Town Council/School Committee Meeting Paper Due

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
1. Attendance: You are responsible for all work missed during an absence. Make sure you secure notes/assignments/handouts/etc from classmates or your teacher (outside of class).  

2. Makeups: If you are not in class on the day of an assessment (quiz, test, etc), then you will make up the respective assignment within 1 week or it will become a zero. You must inform your teacher of your makeup time, which cannot be during class time. 

3. ALL PAPERS AND PROJECTS are due on or before the date listed on the syllabus, unless otherwise arranged with your teacher. THIS INCLUDES HARD COPIES AND UPLOADED TO turnitin.com! Both must be done ON TIME for the assignment to be considered ON TIME!  If you cannot be in school that day, you must either have the assignment delivered to your teacher or email it by 2pm on its due date. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

4. Homework: Homework is due at the beginning of class.  Homework will be graded according to the following:

Satisfactory (100%): Carefully completed; conscientious effort

Unsatisfactory (75%): Carelessly completed; minimum effort resulted in less than quality work.

Late Homework will be penalized – no credit if over 5 days late
5. Plagiarism: Cheating on tests, reports, projects or homework or from the Internet is a very serious matter. See BHS Handbook for consequences. 

6. Class Conduct/Participation:  Each student will be expected to participate in all class discussions and activities.  Students will also be expected to exhibit respect for the classroom, fellow classmates, and teacher.  – No cell phones or electronic devices are allowed in use during class.  
GO GREEN! - The Social Studies department is making an initiative to go green! Whenever possible, teachers will direct students to their websites for classroom materials. If you have any concerns accessing or printing these materials outside of class, please consult your teacher. 

