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Essay: Town Meeting/ School Meeting Analysis Rubric

Essential Question: Was the meeting an example of effective local policy-making? 

	
	Exceeding the Standard
(10)
	Meeting the Standard
(8.5)
	Emerging/Working Toward the Standard
(7)
	Below the Standard
(5)

	Analysis (x2)
	· Thesis statement is ACT & addresses the essential question skillfully and insightfully.


· Student analysis of local government policy-making is exceptional and insightful; consistent with the major agenda items of the meeting..

	· Thesis statement is ACT & effectively addresses the essential question


· Student analysis of local government policy-making is thorough and consistent with the major agenda items of the meeting. 

	· Thesis statement does not completely follow ACT and/or ineffectively addresses the essential question


· Student analysis of local government policy-making is minimal and/or inconsistent with the major agenda items of the meeting.

	· Thesis statement does not follow ACT, or does not contain a thesis statement; and/or ineffectively addresses the essential question


· Student analysis of local government policy-making is not present in essay; essay is merely a summary of the meeting


	Implications (x2)
	· Conclusion provides insightful and compelling implications of meeting’s effects in the local community
	· Conclusion provides  thoughtful implications of meeting’s effects in the local community 
	· Conclusion provides  vague and/or general implications of meeting’s effects in the local community
	· Conclusion does not provide  implications of meeting’s effects in the local community

	Content
	· Essay contains a creative explanation of all of the required guidelines (see guidelines sheet for details)
	· Essay contains a thoughtful explanation of all of the required guidelines (see guidelines sheet for details)
	· Essay contains a marginal explanation of some of the required guidelines (see guidelines sheet for details)
	· Essay is missing an excessive amount of the  required guidelines (see guidelines sheet for details)

	Writing Style/Conventions
	· Varied sentence patterns and transitions demonstrating consistent control throughout
· Essay written with confidence and authority 
· Essay written in the 3rd person
· Essay reflects skilled use of conventions of standard written English

· Virtually perfect; no distraction for reader


	· Varied sentence patterns and transitions demonstrating control throughout

· Essay written with confidence

· Essay written in the 3rd person

· Essay reflects good use of conventions of standard written English

·  Minor errors, if they exist, are  not distracting to reader 
	· Awkward sentence structures demonstrate some lack of control

· Essay does not always reflect confidence 

· Essay reflects inconsistent use of conventions of standard written English

· Many errors lead to some confusion for reader
	· Many run-ons, “on and ons” and other awkward constructions

· Essay not written with confidence

· Essay written in 1st or 2nd person 

· Essay reflects little or no understanding of conventions of standard written English

· Errors cause significant distraction for reader


Total Score _______/60 = ________
