Al/Pickford


Group Debate

You have been separated into two sides, each taking an opposing viewpoint on a topic.  This semester’s debate topic concerns the death penalty.  

The debate question is:  Should capital punishment be abolished in the United States?
· Team 1 will argue that capital punishment should not be abolished.  (In favor of the death penalty.)

· Team 2 will argue that the death penalty should be abolished.  (Against the use of the death penalty.)
Research Requirements  

1. Each side must use a total of three different references from credible and reliable sources.
2. Research may include the use of video clips, audio, statistical evidence, evidence garnered from personal interviews, essays, articles, broadcasts, etc…

3. Each group should visit the Opposing Viewpoints database from our library web site.  The database allows you to search by issue.  You will find a bank of resources related to the death penalty and articles supporting both sides of the argument.
Format Requirements

Each individual will be responsible for at least one of the following:

1. Opening Statement (2 min.)
2. Three Main Points (2 min. each)
3. Rebuttal to Opposing Sides’ Three Points (2 min. each)
4. Closing Statement (2 min.)

You will be given time in between the delivery of the three main points to prepare your rebuttal argumentation.  The entire group will work together to prepare the rebuttals, however, only three people will be allowed to deliver the rebuttal argumentation.

Use of Persuasive Appeals

When composing your argumentation, pay particular attention to the elements of persuasion.  You took notes on these elements of persuasion as we were prepping for the Persuasive Speech unit.  I am also providing you with a reminder of some techniques covered in previous:

1. Repetition:  Restating an idea using the same words

2. Restatement:  Expressing the same idea in different words

3. Parallelism:  Repeating a grammatical structure

4. Antithesis:  Using strongly contrasting ideas and images

5. Rhetorical Questions:  Asking questions with obvious answers

6. Appeals:  Logical, emotional and ethical

7. Using evidence and reasoning 

8. Avoiding logical fallacies 
Media Requirements

1. At some point during the debate, you must make use of an audio or visual aide.  This could be in the form of a PowerPoint slide, a handout, a graphic, an audio clip, a video clip, etc.  The media must be employed using a smooth transition.
Dress Requirements

1. You should dress as you would for a formal presentation.
The debate will be next Wednesday, June 1st!

We will be in Room 111 on Tuesday and Friday of this week for research.

*We will have guest judges to participate in the assessment of your debate.
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	Alice, Ellis, Mike, Christian, Malcolm, Laura Marshall, Felicia, Nicolette, Juyeon, Sara, & Drew


