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Annotating a Text
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Annotating a text allows the reader to make sense of the material.  This is particularly helpful with difficult texts, such as literary criticism essays.  In order to show that you have completed an “active” reading of an assigned text, you will need to use visual cues.  Here are some examples:

· Circling and defining words that you did not know

· Highlighting key words, phrases, or sentences

· Connecting ideas with lines or symbols

· Writing comments or questions in the margins
· Noting anything that seems important or questionable

You may annotate as if you are having a conversation with the author, your teacher, or your classmates.  What you annotate may also depend on your PURPOSE.  Sometimes you will be asked to annotate for research notes for an essay, for a class discussion or seminar, or to simply show your understanding of a text.  If you are analyzing an argument you will want to identify what the author’s thesis is and then isolate the reasons and evidence the author provides to support their claim.  It may also help to restate that thesis in your own words and look for meaningful patterns.  You may also want to color code these patterns if they seem to demonstrate a specific point.
Annotating a text forces you to actively engage in the reading materials that you are assigned.  This is particularly helpful when you are working on a response – either written or preparation for a class discussion.  Annotating is a strategy that will certainly make you a better reader, but it will also make you a better writer and thinker.  Also, it is a strategy that will be useful in all of your classes, not just English.
[image: image2.png]



