GSE Proficiency Breakdown 

Reading 

	1. Read widely, deeply and fluently
	This GSE means that you can prove you can read and appropriately make sense of grade level material

	2. Use strategies to make sense of difficult texts

	a. Vocabulary strategies: More than just looking up words; includes parts and origins, multiple uses and meanings.

b. Other strategies: knowing your reading strengths and weaknesses and doing something about it

	3. Read for various purposes



	a. Initial understanding (literary text):  Getting it (this is basic literary terms and character development)

b. Analysis/interpretation (literary text):  Really getting it, and proving it (this is examining theme, conflicts, author’s style and craft)

c. Initial understanding (informational text): that you can read, understand, and use; what types of sources to use when

d. Analysis/interpretation (informational text): judging and analyzing research; citing evidence to support and connect to related ideas


Writing  - Purpose

	1. To show understanding of my reading 
	a. Literary texts :  showing you understand the main ideas in a text
b. Informational texts:  showing you understand the main ideas in a text

	2. To make analytical judgments about my reading
	a. Literary texts: showing understanding by making and supporting an interpretive claim

b. Informational texts: showing understanding by making and supporting an interpretive claim 

	3. To be expressive
	a. Narration - telling an engaging story

b. Reflection – sharing feelings, impressions about texts

c. Poetry

	4. To be persuasive


	Using precise language to convey intent and purpose


Writing – Structure and Development (S-D)
	5. Understand  and use the writing process
	Prewriting, outlining drafting, editing, revision

	6. Establish and maintain focus
	Strong thesis (ACT)

	7. Establish an context and voice that are audience aware  
	Knowing for whom and why you are writing 

	8. Organize my writing within and between paragraphs  
	Sentences logically flow from one idea to the next; paragraphs do the same

	9. Write correct and fluent sentences
	

	10. Select words that match my purpose
	

	11. Use appropriate elaboration strategies  
	Specific details to make writing more vivid, textual support

	12. Edit for conventional correctness 
	Grammar, spelling, paragraphing…

	13. Format to meet the requirements of the writing situation
	


Oral Communication 

	1. Listen interactively
	a. following instructions

b. building on and questioning the class talk

c. responding well to others’ presentations

d. showing respect for the thoughts of others

e. contributing to group consensus

	2. Present effectively 


	a. engaging my audience

b. choosing appropriate language for the situation  

c. establishing and maintaining a clear focus

d. organizing my points logically

e. supporting my points with well chosen evidence and explanation

f. transitioning smoothly from point to point

g. concluding coherently   

h. answering audience questions knowledgeably and confidently 

i. using my voice, my eyes and  my gestures to enhance audience engagement

j. using technology to enhance my message (power point)


