Thanks to Mrs. S-B for putting this together!

Editing Marks, Common Mistakes, and Dead Words
Editing Marks 

	Abbreviations
	Lines and Doo-dads
	Common Remarks

	esp = especially

awk = awkward (will often see words in [ ])

wc = word choice

wo = awkward word order

cs = comma splice

ro = run-on 
vt = verb tense

TS = thesis statement

trans = needs transition word/phrase/sentence

DW = dead word
	             = join words

             = reverse order


             = remove/unnecessary

   ,    = suggested comma

  ¶     = new paragraph

         = awkwardly worded
	slang-ish 
wordy

# agreement 
plural/possessive

plunked




Common Mistakes (AKA: absentminded boo-boos)
· verb tense – always use the PRESENT tense for literary analysis

· plural/possessive

· to form a possessive (to say something belongs to something else), add an ’s for singular cases and s’ for plural cases

· kitty’s means something belongs to the kitty

· kitties means more than one kitty

· kitties’ means something belongs to more than one kitty

· its/it’s

· its – possessive form of it (= belongs to it)

· it’s – contraction for it is
· then/than
· than is used in a comparison
· then tells when

· a/effect

· affect (verb) – to influence
· effect (noun) – a result

· effect (verb) – to produce, accomplish, complete (you will rarely use this one)

· except, expect, accept

· accept – to receive; to believe

· except – means “other than”

· expect – to anticipate; to look forward to 
· there, their, they’re

· there – adverb that points out location
· their – possessive form of them (= belongs to them)
· they’re – contraction for they are
· your, you’re

· your – possessive form of you (= belongs to you)

· you’re – contraction for you are
· to, too, two
· to – preposition that can mean “in the direction of”
· too – means “also” or “very”

· two – 2

· quote, quotation

· quote – verb

· quotation – noun

· since, because

· since – use for indication of time passing 

· because – use to indicate cause/effect
· who, which, that

· who – refers to people 
· which – refers animals and inanimate objects (NEVER use for people)
· that – people, animals, or inanimate objects
· when, where

· when – reference to time
· where – reference to place
Dead Words (BEWARE: Use of these words/phrases is hazardous to your health and may stunt your writing growth)
· show

· so

· like

· totally

· basically

· ridiculous

· wicked

· this*
· a lot

· really

· got
· stuff

· things

· etc.

· “back in the day”

· pretty 

· sort of

· guy

· good

· bad

· nice

· very

· just like
· all

· major

DANGER:


Words in bold are particularly poisonous and must be avoided entirely.








