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English 10
Course Syllabus 2009-2010
English 10 is a course that is designed to introduce students to a wide range of literature. Throughout the year we will work hard to develop ourselves as competent and confident writers, readers, communicators and thinkers. We will accomplish this goal by participating in group activities and discussions, reading increasing more challenging pieces of  literature, utilizing the six trait writing method to improve our written pieces of work and expanding our skills as analytical thinkers.
Assignments and Activities- Your grade for each quarter will be determined by your performance in several different areas. Although tests and quizzes are a part of this course, they are by no means the only part. People learn and express what they have learned in many different ways. Some people are able to express themselves better in an essay, while others prefer a more creative outlet. In this course there will be a variety of assignments and activities.
· Daily class work and group work

· Homework

· Journal writing (writing prompts)

· IBR- informal biweekly responses to literature

· Outside reading

· Quizzes 

· Essays

· Vocabulary tests

· Tests

· Projects

· Presentations

· Research paper

· Semester English portfolio

All major assignments will be chunked into small sections; you will be graded on each section and then your final product. Major assignments will be accompanied by a grading rubric as well as a timeline which will contain due dates of all chunked sections of the assignment as well as drafts and final draft of the assignment. 
Quarter Grading

Homework



15%
Class assignments


15%

Quizzes and IBR’s


30%

Tests




40%

*Projects will count as multiple test grades.

*Your attendance and behavior can boost your grade! Both are calculated at the end of each quarter and our worth a test grade! If you are absent and stay after to make up work you will receive back the points you lost.
English Portfolio- At the end of each semester ALL English classes will be putting together a portfolio. The portfolio will contain five pieces of work completed during the semester. Each exhibit in the portfolio will meet specific criteria in the areas of: written expression, reading comprehension and oral presentation skills. Students will analyze their performance during the semester and the portfolio will contain a cover letter to their English teacher discussing what they have learned this semester. Students will be critically looking at their exhibits; what they did well and what do they need to improve. They will be looking at goals they have met and setting goals for next semester.  The portfolio will be a part of each exam grade. 
