Choose Your Own Adventure!

An interdisciplinary odyssey based on multiple intelligences

As the year progresses we must begin to push our creative bounds.  It is your opportunity to expand your minds in a non-traditional sense.  Each of you has a talent, realized or not, that corresponds to the theory of “Multiple Intelligences”.  This states that all people have a certain inclination toward a particular learning and expression style whether it be art, music, drama, or written language.  It will be your job to find and utilize this talent so as to most effectively express your analysis of the novels that you have read.  Good luck!  Have fun!  Express yourself!  

Required tie and objectives:

1. Your project / writing must demonstrate a thorough and complete synthesis of the novel you read.

2. You must be specific in the thematic connections between your project and the novel with concrete examples.
3. You must develop a working thesis for what you want to say about your novel thorough any of these projects.
Possible paths:

1. Analytical Writers - Construct an essay that takes a critical slant on your novel.  Identify and form an original thesis that drives the essay.  Use direct quotes to support your findings.  (3-4 pages) 
2. Creative Writers – expand on a series of fictitious journal entries as if you are one or many of the characters (four in total, each being one typed page long).  Please include a one page explanation of what you did and why demonstrating your knowledge of these characters and their tie to a particular theme.  You may also opt to construct a creative short story (3-4 pages) where you elaborate on and apply a theme you identified to an original story that you choose to write.  Please include in this a one page explanation of what you did and why.  Within either explanation you must make specific ties to the novel and its themes.
3. Future Journalists – collect or write at least five news articles that report on 
various aspects of the novel that you read.  If you choose to write your articles, be 
sure to explain why you chose to do what you did and why (A one page summation).  If you collect some more recent news articles and make some thematic connections, be sure to elaborate on how you made the connections that you made.  You may use Microsoft Publisher here!  
4. Musicians - Create a sound track that consists of at least eight songs that you feel best embody some of the parts to this novel or the important themes that you have identified within.  Each song must be accompanied by a detailed explanation (half a page each typed) as to why you chose the songs that you did.  In this section you may also choose to play an actual piece of music for the class if you have some talent in this area.  This may be a piece you write or find totaling a 8-10 minute presentation.  You may have to do more than one.  Here too you must explain why it is that you chose the pieces you did and what connection you made to the novel and why in writing.  (Four pages typed)
5. Artisans – Create a scrap book of at least eight pictures (taken by you or collected) that make a similar tie to the novel.  Each must still be accompanied by a detailed explanation as to why each of these has a specific connection to the novel and its themes that you read this quarter.  (Half a page of writing for each- 4 pages ).  Sculptors may choose to sculpt their ideas.  (a three page explanation must accompany this) 
6. Thespians – Choose a scene or so to act out from your novel with friends or alone that you feel is at the heart of your thematic analysis.  (Include a two to three page explanation of your scene.)
7. Future movie stars – splice together five or more movie clips (totaling between 10-15 minutes) of similar ideas or themes that you found within your novel along with a two page explanation of your work.  You may also choose to make a movie based upon your analysis of the novel you have read.  Please include a two page analysis of your film and its connections.
8.  “The Lumberjack Breakfast” – eight things (journals, pictures, songs, videos, news articles, etc.) with explanations.  (Half a page of writing for each- 4 pages). 
9. Other – Cook it?  Sew it?  Interpretive dance?  You propose it and I’ll listen.

Grades –  
· based on depth of connections in your writing or presentation, craftsmanship, creativity involved in your project (if applicable), proof of analysis and synthesis, one page reflective journal or why you chose the “path” you did.  Rubric to follow.
Due Date-

- End of October 
Questions – 
· Ask them before they become a problem.  

