Binder Requirements

Mr. McGinn
Your binder is a work in progress that will show the reader exactly what you have accomplished in this class.  It can and will make up a significant portion of your grade, and will help you to remain organized and up to speed with the class.  Generally speaking, it should contain all of your work. 

This includes, but is not limited to:

· Handouts

· Journal entries/Reflections on work

· Notes

· Lab notes

· Drafts of project, papers, etc.

· Brainstorming

· Activities

· Assessments (lab reports, tests, quizzes, papers, …)

Basic Requirements

· The binder will be a standard 3 ring binder.  It should be durable and 1-1.5” wide.
· It is to be used exclusively for science class.

· Part of the purpose of the binder is to help you stay neat and organized…this is a good thing!  The paper in your binder should be 3 ring lined paper (it should not be torn out of a spiral notebook).  IF YOU WOULD LIKE, you may take notes (from readings or class lectures) in a separate spiral bound notebook.  
· Each page should be dated and should have your name on it.

· Everything in the binder should be 3 hole punched and inserted.  In other words, nothing should be kept in the binder pockets or in folders in the portfolio. 

· All material for the entire semester should remain in your binder for the duration of the semester.
Your binder should be organized into 4 sections:

1) Reference:
any handouts, notes, etc. that are referred to often throughout the year.

2) Journal:
all journal entries, sketches, etc. for the year

3) Chronological:
This is the bulk of your binder.  Anything that doesn’t belong in the previous two sections should be put here.  This includes all daily work, notes, handouts, assessments, etc.  This work should be kept in chronological order with older work toward the front and recent work toward the back.

4) Demonstration:
This section will feature work that demonstrates how you meet the class and district standards.  You will be given prompts each quarter to complete this section. 
Assessment:
Your portfolio will be evaluated at least once per quarter.  It should demonstrate your ability to meet the class standards and your capacity for self reflection and critical analysis of your own work.  You will be assessed on your ability to provide physical evidence of your achievement of these standards every quarter.  You may also be asked to provide the superlatives of your work (for example best work, most improved, most rewarding, etc.).  It is also very important that you hang onto drafts of projects or papers so that you can show evidence of process and efforts to improve.  

Neatness, organization, effort, and improvement are important additional characteristics of your portfolio.  If you get into more organized habits now, it will surely help you later.  That is a guarantee!

