Barrington High School

Physical Science

Course Requirements and Expectations

Mr. McGinn

mcginnn@bpsmail.org

General Course Outline:

See attached
Contact/Communication:

Welcome!  

In person:  I will be available after school most days.  I may have a day or two each week when I need to leave right after school, but if you tell me you are coming I will be here for you.  

Via email:  Please use the above email address.  I will check it as often as possible throughout the day.  I check once at night depending on my schedule…no guarantee.  I am happy to answer any questions or provide assistance, but keep in mind if your questions are for homework due the next day you may not reach me in time, and that doesn’t excuse you from handing in your homework.  

If you don’t seek help, I will assume you are up to speed with class!  I am ready and willing to work with you…so take advantage!

Grading Policy:

Your grade is based upon assessments & assignments.  Grades will be calculated using a point system, where total points available during a marking period will be between 400 and 800. Examples of general point ranges for different assignments are given below.  

Tests





100 pts.

Projects/Labs/Portfolio


40-100 pts.

Homework/Surprise quizzes

10-40 pts.

Tests:  
Test dates will be announced well in advance.  Students who are absent the day before a test must take the test with the rest of the class.  Students who are absent on the day of the test must take the test after school or during a free period within one week.  It is your responsibility to schedule a make up if you are absent.  Make up tests will not be given during class time.  If arrangements are not made within one week, the student will receive a zero (remember, a zero is an extremely deep hole...it is tough to escape!).  Re-takes are not given.

Binder/Portfolio:
The binder is a work in progress that demonstrates your ability to meet class standards and your capacity for self reflection and critical analysis of your own work.  Not only will it show the reader that you have remained organized and up to speed with class, but also that you can think critically about your work and the work we do in class.  Each quarter, you will be asked to reflect upon one or more assignments and the quarter as a whole, identifying, for example, areas for improvement and best work.  These reflections, as well as the artifacts upon which they are based, will be handed in and evaluated.  Your binder grade will also include a portion on physical preparedness (writing utensil, notebook, binder, etc.) for class.  
Surprise quizzes:
You are expected to come to class academically prepared.  That is, you are up to date with notes and assignments, and have clarified any confusion by talking with me or other students in the class.  That being said, surprise quizzes may occasionally be given; take it upon yourself to review your notes and stay current with your assignments.  

Missed Work:
If you are absent, homework due that day is due upon your return to school.  You will have one week from the day you return to hand in any homework assigned on the day(s) of your absence.  You will also have one week to make up any missed labs.  This can be done at a time agreed upon by you and me (after school, for example).  One week is generous…if you have not made up missed work after the week, you will no longer be eligible for credit…no excuses.  

Late work:
will be accepted with a 10% daily late fee deduction up to five days after the due date.  After this, late work is not accepted.  Understand that zeros affect your average immensely!!!  Develop positive work habits now!  Small homework assignments will not be accepted late (worksheets, math problems..).

Daily Expectations

Materials needed:

· Three ring binder with four (4) dividers to be used exclusively as your science notebook...must be at least 1.5”

· Loose-leaf paper for notes, or if you prefer, a spiral notebook 

· Writing utensil & covered textbook

*Your preparedness for class will be recorded and included as part of 

your binder grade.*

General Expectations:

· Students must be in their seats and ready to work when the bell rings, meaning your binder should be out and ready.

· Students will not be disrespectful or disruptive to classmates or teachers.

· There is to be absolutely no eating in class.

· Cell phones, iPods, & other similar electronic devices will be deposited in door pockets at the beginning of each class.  No student will leave class until all students have their personal property back in their possession.  If a student is caught with his/her cell phone or similar device during class, it will be taken for two (2) days.  The student is responsible for coming to get it at the end of the second school day.

· Three tardies to class count as one unexcused absence.  Expect disciplinary action.

I have read the above pages and understand my responsibilities in Physical Science.

Signature ____________________________________ Date ___________

Parent Signature ____________________________________ Date ________________

Contact information :

Student Name: ____________________________________________________  Email : __________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name(s) : _______________________________________________

P/G Email :  __________________________  P/G Daytime Phone : ________________

General Course Overview:
     Physical, Earth, and Space Science is a one-year class designed to introduce students to the basic concepts and skills associated with the physical sciences.  The course emphasizes laboratory inquiry to introduce and/or reinforce science concepts and encourage student discovery.   By doing the above, it is intended to provide interesting, relevant, and challenging experiences in physics, chemistry, earth, and space science.  The major topics include, but are not limited to:  scientific method and designing experiments, motion, energy, properties of matter, earth, and the universe. 

The goals that students will obtain include:  

· Develop positive attitudes toward learning physical science.

· Develop an understanding of the nature of physical science and technology.

· Acquire and apply appropriate scientific knowledge to interpret and understand the physical world by manipulating scientific materials, methods, and instruments.

· Develop critical thinking skills through science experiences.

· Develop a broader understanding of the interrelationship between science, technology, and the aspects of physical science.  

Some questions to consider throughout the year…

· From whose viewpoint are we seeing, reading, or hearing?

· How do we know what we know?  What is the evidence, and how reliable is it?

· So what?  Why does it matter?

Major topics in Physical, Earth, and Space Science: 

(This list is not necessarily in the order in which the course is taught.)

· Measurement and Scientific Practices

· Physics

· Motion

· Chemistry

· Properties of Matter

· Earth Science

· Space Science

Essential question ideas

Whole class (from CES website):

· From whose viewpoint are we seeing, reading, or hearing?

· How do we know what we know?  What is the evidence, and how reliable is it?

· So what?  Why does it matter?

Scientific Practices

· How do we know what we know?  What is the evidence, and how reliable is it?

Space Science

· Why does the earth spin?

· How and when did the universe form?  How do “they” know?  

· How big is a billion?







