WRT 104:  Writing to Inform and Explain

English 156: College Writing Techniques

Spring 2009

Project 1: A Literacy Narrative

What meaningful encounters with reading or writing have you had?  In this first assignment, you will write a well-told story of a literacy event—that is, an event that features reading or writing.  The narrative you share might be something that happened to you or to someone you know (a sibling, cousin, or friend), where you observed the event and/or its outcome.  Your narrative should depend on vivid details and must indicate the narrative’s significance—or why and how it matters.  

You might begin by discussing with a partner or a friend three or four literacy events that you are considering for this assignment.  Which of your ideas would be most interesting to a potential reader?

You have less than two weeks to complete this project.  Be prepared for a workshop on Thursday, February 5 with three (3) copies of a draft that is ready for readers.  You’ll revise the workshop draft and submit a complete, two-pocket project folder on Tuesday, February 10.  

How long should it be?  Your workshop draft should be at least two (2) full pages (see the syllabus for formatting requirements).  After the workshop, where you will get ideas for development or expansion, you should submit a draft of at least three (3) full pages in length. 

For more information and guidance see The Norton Field Guide to Writing, pages 30-38, for “A Guide to Writing a Literacy Narrative.” Other relevant chapters for this assignment from FG are  6, 22, 28, and 37.  
	M 2/2
	DUE:  List of possible topics for Project 1
READING:  from FG, Chapter 6, Writing a Literacy Narrative (21-38)
IN CLASS:  Clarifying, planning and inventing for Project 1

	 Tu 2/3
	READING:  from FG,  Chapter 28, Beginning and Ending (239-249) and Chapter 37, Narrating (304-312)

IN CLASS: Reading and evaluating beginning, ending and narrative technique in sample literacy narrative: Barrientos, et. al./ Introduce: Discovery drafts

	W 2/4
	DUE: A Discovery Draft of Project 1 

READING:  from FG, Chapter 23, Drafting (205-207)

IN CLASS:   Practicing peer review and generating/establishing workshop guidelines      

	Th 2/5

Day One
	DUE:  3 copies of your workshop draft, ready for readers! 

IN CLASS:  Writing Workshop for Project 1

	F 2/6
	IN CLASS: Whole class/small group work on revision strategies for Project 1



	Tu 2/10
	DUE:  Project 1, revised after last week’s workshop 

BRING TO CLASS:  a two-pocket folder with all notes and drafts for Project 1
IN CLASS:  Post-write / Mini-lesson on grammar, punctuation & mechanics/ Editing and Proofreading Workshop before drafts are turned in.


