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Project 2: Analyzing a Text
How does a text achieve its effects?  For this unit, you will read three complex texts by three well-known writers and thinkers: civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr.; anthropologist Stephen Jay Gould; and Native American writer Leslie Marmon Silko. After you have read these articles carefully and we have discussed them in class, you will choose one of the three to analyze for this assignment. You are expected to divide the whole text into parts so that you can better understand how the parts work together. Your findings become material for your draft, where you will present your findings about the argument and how it works.  

In your essay, begin with a cogent summary and then present to readers your understanding of the context, as well as a clear interpretation or judgment of the text and reasonable support for your conclusions.  Consider carefully the intended audience for the text you select and all the strategies the writer uses to make the case. To support your points, depend on specific passages, examples of rhetorical appeals, or word choices. 

You have two full weeks to complete this project (not including break).  Be prepared for a workshop on Monday, March 2 with 3 copies of a draft that is ready for readers.  You’ll revise the workshop draft and submit a complete project folder on Wednesday, March 4.  

How long should it be?  Your workshop draft should be at least 2 pages (see the syllabus for formatting requirements).  After the workshop, where you will get ideas for development or expansion, you will submit a final draft at least 3 pages in length.  

RELEVANT CHAPTERS from The Norton Field Guide to Writing: Chapters  7, 23, 29, and 30.  

