Mrs. Pickford


Media Studies

Course Objectives
· To demonstrate the process of communication

· To explain the impact of mass communication in American society

· To relate how mass media affect the formation of personal values and attitudes, as well as interpersonal relationships

· To identify the ownership and management of American mass media

Course Description

Media Studies examines the growth of American mass media with special emphasis placed on the influence it has on American culture.  While the media examined will fall into two general categories:  PRINT:  Newspapers and Magazines OR ELECTRONIC:  Radio, Television, and the Internet.  The course will also focus on contemporary developments, such as:

· The evolution of reality television

· Social-networking via the web

· Current trends in the music industry

· Violence in the media

The student enrolling in Media Studies should perceive himself/herself as a critic of American media.  Readings from the course textbook and regular handouts will provide the student with the necessary factual data concerning the functioning of various forms of media.  Also, the student will participate in cooperative learning exercises to involve him/her in problem solving and activities that directly involve the student in the analysis of mass media (ex. Taping and analysis of a reality television program).

Besides grades received for group/individual work, quizzes will be based on readings from the textbook.  Final assessments will be assigned approximately two to three per quarter and will include:  a Socratic seminar, oral presentations, and a critical analysis of a musician/rock band.  A final paper will be written about an issue raised during the semester (ex.  Do movies contribute to the violence of young Americans.)

Units
· Introduction to Mass Media

· Social Impact of the Media

· Media Icons

· Television

· Newspaper and Magazines

· Radio and Recordings

· Advertising

Mandatory Class Materials
1.  Binder or notebook with folder for class notes   

    and assignment instructions
2.  PEN – do not show up without one

3.  TEXTBOOK – always covered or other texts that 

    are assigned

Grading Policy

FINAL ASSESSMENTS:

30%

QUIZZES:



20%

HOMEWORK:


20%

IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:
20%

CLASS PARTICIPATION:

10%

· You will receive no credit for late homework
· Late final assessments suffer the 10 pt. penalty for every day that the assignment is not turned in – English Dept. policy

Homework Policy
· Homework is due at the beginning of class
· Assignments are worth 20% of your average

· Homework is graded as follows – do not ask me why incomplete work does not receive a check minus!

· +  =  Above expectations

·    =  Met requirement

· -  =  Completed, but not to expectation

0    =   Incomplete or work not turned in

Attendance:

Any absence that does not meet the specifications for an excused absence (as defined by the BHS Student Handbook pages 6-7) will suffer the following penalties:

· A zero for missed work

· Administration and parents will be notified

· Administrative detention will be given

· If you are late to class three times without a pass (unexcused) this will equal one unexcused absence

· Five unexcused absence will result in the student being withdrawn and failed from the course

· Warning:  There is a new school policy regarding attendance.  Teachers will be submitting their attendance to the office EACH PERIOD.  In addition, I will be keeping track of tardiness.
· You may not make-up work from an unexcused absence; you will receive no credit for class participation and a zero on any assignments.  This includes quizzes and tests.

· After you are absent - excused or unexcused - you must see me for missed assignments the very next day.  

· DO NOT interrupt a class or come to me right at the beginning of class to retrieve missed assignments.  If you were not able to see me during homeroom I will give you enough information to participate in class that day, but you should still plan on meeting with me after school to make sure all make-up work can be completed.

· You are responsible for your own work, and this includes missing lecture notes and handouts.  

Behavior:

· Respect goes beyond your ability to behave in a classroom setting.  Treat everyone in this classroom as you would like to be treated yourself.  As your teacher it is part of my job to encourage you all to be courteous and civil individuals.  If I deem a behavior to be unsuitable for the success of our classroom, expect an after school conference and my communication with parents/guardians and the administration.  Likewise, if there are behaviors occurring in the classroom that you feel uncomfortable with please communicate with me so that I may remedy the problem.
Cell Phone Policy:
· School policy states that cell phones are not to be used in school.  Students violating this policy will surrender their phones until the end of the school day and will receive a teacher detention.
I-Parent:

· Scores will be posted and updated on I-parent.  Lengthy assignments will take longer to post.  Scores for make-up work, late work or revised work may not be posted until the end of the marking period.
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� Whenever there is reading assigned for class you should expect, and be prepared for, a quiz. 








