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Course Description
Welcome to AP English! AP English is a rigorous course designed to prepare you to take the College Board's Advanced Placement English exam in Literature and Composition and to prepare you for your various college courses.  The test, given in the spring, allows high school seniors to earn college credit.  It is composed of multiple choice and essay questions that are designed to assess your ability to read, understand, and interpret all genres of literature.  The texts, authors, literary terms and critical material we will study this year are all geared towards helping you succeed on the AP English exam. We will also spend a great deal of time working on and practicing for the different sections of the exam.  This will happen weekly. Given that this course is designed for preparation for the AP exam, your participation in this exam is expected.  In fact, the only way to be exempt from the final exam in this course is to take the AP exam.  
The Literature
Each quarter, the literary selections will focus on distinct themes and essential questions.  We will explore these queries and concepts as they reveal themselves in the literature.  We will also investigate how they appear in other aspects of our worldly society.  Many of our literary pieces will come from our anthology: 

Literature: an Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama 

Editors: XJ Kennedy and Dana Gioia. 

Publishers: Pearson Longman, 2005. 

The core readings will be supplemented by shorter related readings, including poetry and nonfiction.   You will notice that each thematic unit is a blend of old and new, and therefore very different from the chronological approach to which you may be accustomed.   Literary movements and trends will be discussed on a work-by-work basis.
Independent reading 

During every unit, you will be asked to choose from a list of novels that relate to that unit’s essential question.  You may NOT choose a book that you have read in a previous course or on your own.  Remember, the idea is that you read as much as you can in preparation for the AP exam.  

For each independent reading text, you must:

A. Complete a Major Works Data Sheet

B. Be prepared to discuss your findings in a Literature Circle

C. Take an Open Ended Question (OEQ) exam in class.  The question will relate to the essential question in each unit. 
The Assignments

In AP English, you will always be reading something, and you will always have some assignment on the horizon.  You must be prepared to read all texts closely and analytically, and to fulfill assignments that are of different lengths and levels of difficulty.    
Major  paper
• research paper requiring analysis, integration

(8-10 pages)


and synthesis of multiple sources in various genres 












 Shorter papers
• analysis of a single work using literary criticism 


(3-5 pages)



to enhance depth of understanding and analysis 







• comparison/contrast of two works







•subjective response to reading/discussion



•connecting literature to art or music



                                                            
Timed responses


•timed responses to actual AP essay questions

(2-3 pages)



•every other Friday unless otherwise noted

Approaches papers,

            •initial response and preliminary intellectual

Informal responses, etc.

approach to works studied in class


(2 pages, double spaced) 


Oral presentations,                            •demonstrate mastery of a central theme and


Socratic seminars


the related texts and issues; group/individual

Reading quizzes
•announced and unannounced; will be given







after specific reading assignments
Major Works Data Sheets                 •calls for very close analysis of each major text in addition to research regarding the relevance of author’s life and style, plus the historical context in which the book was produced
M.I.A.G.I                                    
•specific method of annotating and analyzing poetry that 


you will perform on the poems.  Stands for MARK, IDENTIFY, ANALYZE, GUESS, INTERPERET.
The Grades
PLEASE NOTE: THE SENIOR PROJECT COMPRISES A PERCENTAGE OF YOUR AVERAGE.  THE EXACT NUMBERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED, AND THEY CHANGE EACH QUARTER.  BE ASSURED THAT I WILL LET YOU KNOW AS SOON AS THE NUMBERS ARE DETERMINED.
For now, know that class participation will account for 5%, tests, projects and essays will account for 50%, and the remainder will be split between homework and quizzes, and the Senior Project.
The Units
Please keep in mind that we may add to or take away from this list.

I. What is MEANING?  Before we begin an in-depth analysis of the meaning(s), structure and style of a variety of texts, it may benefit us to first pause and consider the very notion of "meaning" as it exists in our daily lives, our means of communication and other artistic media.  We will discuss humankind’s never-ending search for meaning.  We will also understand how (and, perhaps, if) it applies to literary works of fiction in general.  

Essential Questions:
a. What do our lives MEAN while we are here?  How do we know?  Can we change our life’s meaning?

b. Does a poem or a story have to mean anything?  What do we, as readers, bring to the table to uncover this meaning? We'll see. 

c. Which is more important with regard to meaning: the message one intends to send, or the meaning that the recipient gains?


Major Texts: 



Novels and Plays


 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez


 100 Years of Solitude



Mitch Alboum
 


 Tuesdays With Morrie


Jostein Gaarder



 from Sophie’s World


Cormac McCarthy


 The Road

 
Short Stories and Essays



S.I. Kishor



 “Appointment with Love”


 
John Collier



 “The Chaser” 



Susan Sontag



 “Against Interpretation”



W.H. Auden



 “On Literature and Arts”



Earnest Hemmingway


 “A Clean Well Lighted Place”

Jonathan Bate



 “Millennium Reputations: Which are the Most Overrated Authors, or Books, of the Past 1000 Years?”



Poetry and lyrics

 
Dave Matthews



 “So Much To Say”


 
The Indigo Girls


 “Virginia Woolf”


 
T.S Eliot



 “The Hollow Men”

           
 
Sharon Olds



 “Rites of Passage”



Walt Whitman



 “A Noiseless Patient Spider”



Robert Hayden



 “Those Winter Sundays”



Gwendolyn Brooks


 “The Bean Eaters”



Emily Dickinson


 “After Great Pain, a Formal Feeling Comes”



Independent reading options  



Alice Walker



 The Color Purple
Fyodor Dostoevsky


 Crime and Punishment
Yann Martel



 Life of Pi
E.M. Forester



 A Passage to India
II. What is REAL and how can you tell?  The works we will study in this unit will focus on the definition, nature and depiction of reality, of what is real and what is not.  How do artists define and sometimes re-define the world around them?  Once we are implanted in their world, how do we make sense of what we see?   
Essential Questions:
a. How do we define reality?

b. Is reality subjective?  If so, to whom?  The individual?  A family? A Society?

c. In what way do authors present the differences between illusion and reality?


Major Texts: 



Novels and Plays



Franz Kafka



 Metamorphosis


Toni Morrisson



 The Bluest Eye



Henrik Ibsen



 A Doll’s House or An Enemy of the People


Tennessee Williams


 The Glass Menagerie


Short Stories and Essays


Nathaniel Hawthorne


“Young Goodman Brown”



Nathaniel Hawthorne


“Feathertop”



Charlotte Perkins Gillman

“The Yellow Wallpaper”



Julio Cortazar



“The Night Faces Up”



Julio Cortazar



“Continuity of Parks”



Ernest Hemmingway


“Up in Michigan”



Ambrose Bierce



“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”



James Joyce



“Counterparts”



John Searle



“The Construction of Social Reality”



Jon Gertner



“The Futile Pursuit of Happiness”



Poetry and Lyrics



Harold Monro


“Youth in Arms”



Rupert Brooke 



“1914”



Matthew Arnold


“Dover Beach”



Alfred Tennyson


“Ulysses”



Edgar Allan Poe


“A Dream Within a Dream"



AE Housman



“To An Athlete Dying Young”



Edwin Arlington Robinson

“Miniver Cheevy”



Independent reading options 



Toni Morrison



Beloved
Lewis Carroll



Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
Ralph Ellison



The Invisible Man
Oscar Wilde



The Picture of Dorian Grey
III. Is the TRUTH really out there (and if so, where)?  This unit will investigate humankind’s everlasting search for truth.  This search explores truth (and its subjectivity) as it exists in the individual, in others, in various institutions, and in the world.  How do we find the truth?  Who unveils it, and what do we do once we learn the truth?  

Essential Questions:
a. How do we find the truth?

b. Who or what unveils the truth to us?

c. What do we do once we learn the truth?

d. In what way to texts both present and question what we know to be true?


 Major Texts: 



Novels and Plays



Herman Hesse



Siddhartha



Samuel Beckett



Waiting for Godot


Leo Tolstoy



The Death of Ivan Ilych


Eugene Ionesco



from The Bald Soprano


Jonathan Irving



A Prayer for Owen Meany


Short Stories and Essays


Plato




from “The Republic”



Michel De Montaigne


from “On Liars”

Jodi Wilgoren



 “Governor Assails System’s Errors as he Empties Illinois Death Row”

Jean Paul Sartre



“Existentialism as Humanism”

Albert Camus



“The Myth of Sisyphus”

Friedrick Nietzsche


“Good and Evil Reconsidered”

Anna Knowles



“Nietzsche’s Superman”



Poetry and Lyrics



William Shakespeare


“Sonnet 130”



Natasha Trethewey


“White Lies”



John Keats



“Ode to a Nightingale”



John Lennon and Paul McCartney
“Eleanor Rigby”



Independent reading options  



George Bernard Shaw


Pygmalion
Truman Capote



In Cold Blood
Ken Kesey



One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Joyce Carol Oates


Expensive People
IV. What is JUSTICE and who defines it? 
Essential Questions:
a. Do we live in a “just” world?  How do we know?

b. Is it ever okay to take justice into our own hands?

c. Is life fair and should we expect it to be?

d. How does narrative point of view affect the readers’ understanding of justice in literature?

 
Major Texts: 


Novels and Plays



William Shakespeare


Hamlet
Sophocles 



Oedipus the King


Gabrielle Garcia Marquez

Chronicle of a Death Foretold


Ernest Gaines



A Lesson Before Dying


Sophocles



Antigone




Short Stories and Essays

Dante Alighieri



from “The Inferno”

Plato




from “The Apology”

Genesis 1-3



“The Creation and the Fall”



Poetry and Lyrics



Robert Browning


 “My Last Duchess”



Samuel Taylor Coleridge

“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”



Independent reading options  

Charles Dickens


A Tale of Two Cities
Tom Stoppard



Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead
Dante Alighieri



The Inferno
Harper Lee



To Kill a Mockingbird
