						
Approaching Prose Multiple Choice Questions
						AP English/Blanchard


1st READING: Plot, plot, plot . . .

1. Reflect on the title (usually only given with poems) with potential importance with respect to the text’s literal and/or figurative meaning.

2. Read the text carefully, making sure to grasp its literal meaning —plot, characters, etc.—paraphrasing this in your mind as you read. Consider:

a. Dramatic Situation: What’s happening? Where is it? What are the circumstances? Who is involved? Answers to all of these questions may not be clear given the “excerpt” nature of many of these passages; however, you should be able to make informed inferences for all of these questions, supported, of course, by the details in the text.
b. Decisive Actions/Incidents: Are there any “climactic” events in the selection, considering the entire excerpt as an “entire text.” Look for turning points and/or references to events that may have occurred before the scene or after it, based on direct references and/or your own inferences.
c. Characterization: Since these passages are short, you may not always find epiphanies or other major examples of character development; however, often the characters are in the midst of some type of conflict—internal, external, or both—and understanding this and their thoughts and actions as a result of this is important.

2nd Reading: Details, details, details . . .

3. Re-read the text a second time focusing on:

a. Diction, Structure, Syntax: Consider the author’s use of any special word choice, sentence structure or punctuation.
b. Changes or Shifts: Watch for any changes or shifts in the text with respect to narrator, character, tone or mood.
c. Figurative Language: Are there any underlying metaphors? Any words with distinct connotations? Any special references or allusions? What images does the author create and why?
d. Theme: Are there any specific literary techniques or figurative language the author uses that are central to understanding the text as a whole? An example of this would be Garcia Marquez’s repetition of the “solitude” motif—the word itself and situations that reflect it—throughout his novel. Of course, in smaller excerpts, thematic development may be limited, but watch for ideas or understandings that are emphasized by the narrator and/or author.
e. Tone:  Finally, identify the tone of the text. Is there a difference between the narrator’s attitude and the author’s? What diction and figurative language contribute to this tone? If there is more than one character, does the author exhibit different attitudes toward different characters? What effect is the text supposed to have on a reader?

