
Major Works Data Sheet Expectations
AP English/Mr. Blanchard

The following are guidelines that you should follow if you expect to receive full credit (10 points) when completing your Major Works Data Sheets (MWD).  The MWD is an essential (and time consuming, yes) component of our class. Not only does it encourage appropriate recognition of literary elements, but it also provides a very solid means of reviewing for the AP English exam in the spring. 
General Expectations
1. Your MWD must be printed off of my website (“Major Works Data Sheet Template”).  
2. Your MWD must be hand written. With that said, your MWD must be legible. If I can’t read it, I won’t read it.  
3. Your MWD must be on time. They account for a large portion of your homework grade; therefore, I expect that they will be done on time and completely.  I will not accept late MWDs and you will receive a zero.
4. If you are not going to be in school on the day an MWD is due, I expect that it will be in either my school mailbox (time stamped) or e-mailbox by the time your class meets on that day.  You should be completing your MWDs as you read the book so this leaves very little room for excuses. 
5. Your MWD (like all assignments) must be stapled before you enter the class. 
6. There are only three areas where you may use outside sources: the sections on historical info, biographical info, and characteristics of the genre.  You must cite the sources that you used and provide quotation marks when necessary.  Regarding the other sections of the MWD you should be able to come to your own conclusions.  
Section-Specific Expectations
7. PLOT SUMMARY: This section should include a review of the exposition, at least two (2) elements of the rising action, your opinion of where the turning point occurs, at least two (2) elements of the falling action, and a brief review of the resolution.
8. AUTHOR’S STYLE: Style refers simply to the way in which the author writes.  This includes but is not limited to use of diction, punctuation, plot structure, tone, dialogue, etc.  You must describe the author’s style.
9. AN EXAMPLE THAT DEMONSTRATES THIS STYLE: Give me a quote with some analysis.
10. MEMORABLE QUOTES:  Please pick quotes that you actually find interesting.  Do not use quotes that other people/sites/materials reference.  What is interesting to you is what I want to see.   You need AT LEAST five (5) quotes and their page numbers.
11. SIGNIFICANCE: For example, what does this quote reveal about the story as a whole, a character in question, the theme of the novel?  Is the quote ironic? In what way?  You get the idea.
12. CHARACTERS:  You will need to list the protagonists and antagonists (in your opinion; sometimes those labels are not clear), at least two (2) other major characters and at least two minor characters that are still important.  Role in the story is simply who the person is.  The SIGNIFICANCE of the character is what the character does to the story as a whole. 
13. SIGNIFICANCE OF SETTING: Please go beyond the broad definitions of place and time.  Be specific.  Places include countries, states, towns, counties, rooms, and minds. Which of those is most significant?  Times include year, times of year, times of day. Again, which is most significant?   Also included are weather patterns, types of communities (rural, urban, suburban etc).  
14. SIGNIFICANCE OF OPENING SCENE: Here is the place where you analyze the exposition.  What does the author’s choice to open the story in this way do to the story as a whole?  How does that impact the reading of the rest of the story?
15. SIGNIFICANCE OF CLOSING SCENE: Same as above.  Does the “resolution” actually resolve things for you?  Is it vague, telling, ironic etc.?
16. SYMBOLS: Think for yourself. What do you (not sparknotes) think certain elements in the story symbolize?  Please list at least three (3) potential symbols and explain their deeper meaning.
17. HIGHER ORDER QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:  Higher order questions are those that do not have a yes or no answer and that invite thought. You must do at least three (3) original questions.
