American Studies 225: Semester One

Course Syllabus: 2010-2011
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Course Description: 

This course combines American History and American Literature to deepen the student’s understanding of America. Through interdisciplinary readings, varied writing assignments, and individual and group presentations, students will enhance their skills in composition, discussion, understanding literature, critical thinking, research, and historical analysis. The course will be co-taught by an English and History teacher during two consecutive class periods. Students will receive one combined grade but will receive credit for both American Literature and U.S. History. 

Intro Unit: What is an American? 

Essential Questions:

· What defines America as a nation today, and how has it been shaped by the past?

· What is an American?

· What is the American Dream?

   Key Topics of Interest:

· Patriotism
· Culture
· Heritage
· Roles and responsibilities
· Civic duties
· Perceptions of America
· Thresholds in America (9/11)
· American dream/dream gone wrong
· Summer Reading: Counting Coup , Education of Little Tree, Moccasin Thunder
· Grammar:  clauses / sentence structure
Unit 1: American Roots (Pre-Columbus-1763)

Essential Question:

· Whose country is it anyway?  

· What were the political, economic, and cultural differences between European and Native American groups?

· How did the American colonies differ politically, economically, and culturally?

· What role did religion play in the colonial identity?

· Where does American literature find its roots?

Key Topics of Interest:

· Development of political, social, economic, and religious ideals
· Diversity of American ideals
· Native American cultures and myths
· Early settlers in the New World
· Age of Exploration – Early American colonies
· Puritan colonies
· Role of Religion in colonies
· The Crucible-Arthur Miller
· “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”-Jonathan Edwards
· Literary focus on faith over reason
· Gateway Portfolio: Explanation and Initial Reflection
Unit 2:Revolution and the Birth of a Nation (1763-1820)

Essential Questions:
· How did America develop its unique identity and become an effective independent nation?
·    How did America develop a unique identity, and how did it contribute to the American Revolution and Constitution?

· What challenges did America face in its infancy both domestically and on an international front?

· How did America develop and evolve politically, economically, and   culturally?

· How did the Age of Reason influence early American literature?

Key Topics of Interest:

· The Road to Revolution
· The Age of Reason (Enlightenment Literature)
· A literary shift from faith to reason

· Writings of Paine, Jefferson, Franklin, Henry, and de Crevecoeur
· The American Revolution
· America as a Confederation
· Constitution
· Federalist rule

· Democratic-Republican rule

· War of 1812

· Era of Good Feeling

· Grammar:  comma splices / run-on sentences

· Gateway Portfolio Reflections

Unit 3: A Nation Growing and Dividing (1820-1861)

Essential Questions:

· How or why did America’s growth as a nation ultimately lead to division and a Civil War?
· How was America divided politically, socially, economically, and culturally prior to the Civil War?

· In what ways did literature reflect America’s growth and division? How did Romanticism and Transcendentalism begin to shape the identity of American Literature?

               Key Topics of Interest:
· Manifest Destiny

· Social Reform Movements

· Slavery

· Jacksonian Democracy

· Attempts at Compromise (Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska, etc..)
· Election of 1860
· Writings of Poe, Longfellow, Emerson, and Thoreau

· From Reason to Romance in Literature: Romanticism

· Romanticism to Transcendentalism

· Outside Reading: Scarlet Letter, Moby Dick, Little Women, Uncle Tom’s Cabin

· Literature develops from reason to romance
· SAT preparation:  writing skills
· Vocabulary in context
Unit 4:  Civil War and Reconstruction (1861-1877)


    Essential Questions:

· How did the Civil War redefine America?
· How did the Civil War impact America in terms of the country’s literature, politics, economy, etc….?

· What were the successes and failures of Reconstruction?

                Key Topics of Interest

· The Civil War
· Killer Angels-Michael Shaara
· Poetry of Dickinson and Whitman
· Literature captures the American mind in a time of war
· 13th, 14th, 15th Amendments
· Freedman’s Bureau
· Compromise of 1877
· SAT preparation : critical reading
· Semester 1: Gateway Portfolio Completion
American Studies 225

Assessment Criteria and Classroom Policies 

2010-2011
Assessment:  

Each teacher gives a grade, which are averaged together for your final, American Studies grade.  Both teachers will grade some major assessment pieces using a common rubric.  Each student’s term grade will be determined in the following manner:


Formal Assessments, Major Projects, and Formal Papers:  40%


Quizzes:  20%


Activities/Process Steps (seminars, newsletters, project checkpoints, etc.) 20%


Homework:  10%


Class Participation:  10%

Classroom Policies:

· Homework assignments will be graded in the following manner:
Check Plus (100%): Exemplary: Carefully completed, maximum effort made to meet and exceed the expectations.
Check (85%): Satisfactory: Complete and meets the expectations.  
Check Minus (60%): Carelessly completed (incomplete responses, only addressing some questions assigned, and/or no more than half complete). 
Zero: Not handed in or copied from another student
· Late papers/essays/reports will be down graded one letter grade per day
· Classroom participation includes all of the following: sharing ideas, responding to questions and/or comments made by teacher and fellow students, and listening to and being respectful of others.
· Each student is given two days for every excused absence to make up work (homework, quiz, test, etc….)
· Cheating will be handled in accordance with the BHS Student Handbook.  Plagiarism, whether from a fellow student, a textbook, or the Internet is considered cheating.
· Students are expected to be prepared every day for class with a notebook/binder, a writing utensil, and textbook.  A failure to do so can result in a zero!
· Students are expected to arrive in class and be seated by the time the bell rings to begin the period.  Tardiness will be recorded (and noted when assessed for participation at the end of every quarter)! 
Enjoy the year and GOOD LUCK!!
_1281191924.doc



