MIAGI handout

So often we look at a poem and become overwhelmed.  Where do I start?  What does this word mean?  What does this POEM mean?  What is the author “saying” here?  We know that when we read literature, it is important to understand what the author does and why he or she does it.  MIAGI (pronounced like the Karate Kid mentor Mr. Myagi) is an acronym that I created to help you analyze poetry and, in so doing, identify the vehicles that the poet uses, and the effects of those vehicles.    

Here is a step-by-step breakdown of the MIAGI process.  

Your first step should be simply to read the poem once WITHOUT the pen in your hand.  You don’t want your first read to be slowed down by annotations. Read for initial understanding.  After the first read, go back and apply MIAGI. 

Mark - Now is when  you MARK your paper up.  Feel free to underline, block, circle, bracket, highlight etc.  Whatever works for you is fine.  Even if you don’t know why you are making note of it, MARK it!

Identify - After you have MARKED your paper, you need to IDENTIFY the technique used.  It’s not enough simply to circle something; you must IDENTIFY what you have circled.  Otherwise, when you look back on the poem, you may not remember or understand why you circled it in the first place.  Here’s an example:
As I walked, pensive in my solitude,
The whispering wind whistled in my lonely ear.
                                                                                                  
Personification
Alliteration



Connotation

Analyze- Now that you have IDENTIFIED the technique used, you need to ANALYZE its effect.  You need to answer the SO WHAT question.   So the author creates a personification in that line above…SO WHAT?  Ask yourself, what does it do to the mood of that line?  What effect does it have?  What message does the author deliver without saying it explicitly?  Here’s an example. 

As I walked, pensive in my solitude,
The whispering wind whistled in my lonely ear.  
Personification-                       Alliteration-
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solitude
Guess- This is what you should do when you aren’t sure what a certain effect is, or you aren’t positive that your ideas are “right.”  Usually, when students take intellectual risks, they are either right on the money, very close, or open up ideas that I have never considered.  I love it when this happens!  Please, GUESS!  
Interpret- After you have read, reread, and THRICE read your poem, now you can interpret its meaning.  Look at the notes that you took.  Does the author use the same technique(s) a few times?  What is the effect of that?  Take your ideas and make them into a statement that addresses WHAT the author does, and WHY he does it.  For example:  Joe Shmoe in his poem, “A Respite from Solitude” employs personification and alliteration in order to highlight the calming effects nature has on the speaker.  Does this sound like a thesis?  It is!  Your thesis is a claim of interpretation!  Please write this on the bottom of the poem and share your ideas with the class.  As you know, strong thesis statements do not have LISTS in them.  For the purposes of starting out in MIAGI, a listy interpretation is fine

You’d be surprised how, after practicing these techniques, unlocking the meaning of a poem becomes much easier!  
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