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The Ninth and Tenth Grade Gateway Portfolio
11/12 – Teacher/Student Document
Your Gateway Portfolio is a demonstration of your reading, writing, and speaking ability as outlined in the Grade Span Expectations (GSEs) for English/Language Arts provided by the State of Rhode Island.  These expectations detail the skills and proficiencies every student is expected to demonstrate by the end of tenth grade.  Additionally, your portfolio will:

1. Help determine your junior English class placement

2. Serve as a thorough, metacognitive assessment of your skills and achievement in English over your first two years at Barrington High School.
3. Scaffold your success on the Senior Project Paper and Senior Board Presentation

What will your Gateway Portfolio include?
At the end of your American Literature or American Studies class, you will be required to compile a portfolio consisting of:
· 7-11 exhibits that will each include a final reflection detailing how the exhibit demonstrates proficiency in one or more of the GSEs. Additionally, all of these assignments must have a minimum rubric score of 70.
· The following exhibits MUST be included:

· a research paper. 

· a written critical analysis of a literary work. 

· an oral presentation.  

· a Reading Inventory.
· No more than four (4) exhibits can be selected from your ninth grade portfolio, and each exhibit selected from your freshman year must include a reflection that demonstrates connections to the GSEs. 
· All exhibits must be places in a three-ring binder which must include the following structural requirements:
1. The portfolio must be in a three-ring binder.

2. The binder must have a distinct title page that includes the student’s name and 10th grade teacher’s name.

3. A table of contents page, listing all exhibits and the GSEs met with each exhibit.

4. There must be page separators with tabs between each exhibit.

How and when will your portfolio be assessed?

Your portfolio will be evaluated as 10% of your second quarter grade and 50% of your final exam grade.  Students who fail to complete their portfolios by the end of 10th grade will receive an Incomplete for their Final Exam, and need to complete the portfolio process in summer school.  Failure to do this will result in receiving an “F” for American Literature, requiring those students to make-up the entire semester before being eligible for graduation.
By the end of the first semester, each student will be expected to have the following in their portfolio:

1. At least three (3) complete portfolio exhibits, including the assignment with graded rubric and teacher comments, as well as a copy of your draft reflection and a typed, final reflection.
2. Your freshman research paper, including graded paper with rubric and teacher comments and a draft reflection. 
The final portfolio grade will be based on completing the portfolio, producing quality reflections, and a presenting the portfolio to a member of the English team.  The details of this presentation will be made clear later in the year. 
What are the required exhibits?

1. Research Paper- In order for your research paper to be an acceptable exhibit in your portfolio, it must meet the following minimum requirements:
· It must be at least five (5) paragraphs.

· It must be a thesis-driven paper (the use of first person is not allowed in the thesis).

· It must include at least two (2) sources.

· It must include at least three (3) citations.

· It must meet a minimum proficiency score of 18 (73) on the Senior Project Rubric.

***In order to be recommended for British Literature, you must receive a score of at least 20 (77) on the Senior Project Rubric.
2. Literary Criticism-In order for your Literary Criticism paper to be an acceptable exhibit in your portfolio, it must meet the following minimum requirements:

· It must be at least 3-5 pages.

· It must be a thesis-driven, third person essay.

· It must use at least two (2) sources, including primary text.

· It must use at least five (5) citations.

***In order to be recommended for British Literature, you must receive a score of at least 20 (77) on the Senior Project Rubric.

3. Oral Presentation-In order for your Oral Presentation to be an acceptable exhibit in your portfolio, it must meet the following minimum requirements:

· An individual presentation must be at least 2-3 minutes, while group presentations must be at least 5-7 minutes.
· It must receive a score of at least 21 (73) on the School-Wide Oral Presentation Rubric.

4. Reading Inventory- Your reading inventory will chronicle your reading not only in your American Literature or American Studies class, but in your other subjects and in your free time as well. Your inventory should demonstrate your habit of reading widely and extensively.  You will reflect on selected entries periodically which may have been particularly enjoyable and/or challenging.

