American Literature  Short Response Rubric
	Criteria
	Exceeds the standard
4
	Meets the standard
3
	Nearly meets the standard
2
	Does not meet the standard
1

	Ideas/Development
X2
	The paper is clear and focused and substantiated with compelling evidence.
· The paper reflects a complex analysis.
· The writer draws information from relevant sources.  Additional sources may be present.
· The writer continuously anticipates and responds to reader’s informational needs, and may raise new, important questions.
· Supporting details (examples, facts, anecdotes, quotations) are accurate, relevant, and helpful.
	The paper is clear and supported with relevant evidence.
· The paper is not merely a list, but reflects an analysis.
· The writer draws information from relevant sources.
· The writer responds to the reader’s needs.
· Supporting details are accurate.

	The paper is clear and is supported with basic or general evidence.
· The paper reflects some complexity.
· Some support seems grounded, some seems based more on common knowledge or best guesses.
· The writer sometimes responds to reader’s informational needs. Yet, some important questions are left hanging.
· More knowledge, stronger support, and greater attention to detail would strengthen the paper
	The paper is difficult to comprehend. One or more of these problems may be evident:
· The writer does not have enough information on this topic.
· The paper wanders or dissolves into a list of disjointed ideas with no clear main point.
· Support is missing, vague, or questionable.
· The reader is left with numerous unanswered questions.
· The paper would not be helpful to someone who did not already know this topic well.

	Sentence fluency/word choice
	The sentences are skillfully formed, making the writing easy to understand. Word choices also contribute to this effect.
· All sentences are correct
· Variety in structure and length make reading a pleasure
· All sentences are skillfully linked (coherence)
· Words/phrases are often vivid, memorable

	The sentences are correctly formed and easy to understand. Word choices are accurate and effective.
· Sentences are grammatically correct and clearly phrased
· Sentences are varied in structure and length
· Sentences are connected to each other clearly (coherence)
· Words/phrases are used accurately,  making the meaning clearer

	Most sentences are correctly formed and easy to understand. Word choices are accurate and functional.
Most sentences are 
· grammatically correct and clearly phrased
· varied in structure and length
· connected to each other clearly (coherence)
Most words/phrases 
· are used accurately
· make the meaning clearer
	Many sen-tences are incorrectly formed and/or otherwise confusing. Word choice is sometimes inaccurate or otherwise confusing.

	Conventional correctness
	The text is virtually error free.
	 A few errors are minor and do not interfere with meaning. 
· Spell check has been used
· Proofreading has eliminated common errors
	Errors are more noticeable, but do not interfere with meaning. 
· Spell check has been used
· Proofreading has eliminated most common errors
	Errors are pervasive, seriously interfering with meaning.
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