Communications I

Abrahamson/Bensusan/Gorman/Scott

Research Paper Topic Selection

We know that it is important for our students to have an interest in what they are researching and writing about in order to be more successful at this task.  We also know that our students can select topics that are too broad, too narrow or not sufficiently tenable to successfully write a 4-5 page paper.  The list below includes many topics that students have chosen and have found substantial research to support their arguments.  

If you feel strongly about researching a topic that is not on this list, you may do so if you complete the following steps.

1. In the space provided at the bottom of this paper, write your general topic of interest and at least one to two sentences of rationale as to how this topic might fulfill the requirements of ACT.  
2. Find two reputable sources that can be used to support your claim about this topic. At least one of your sources must be from somewhere other than the internet (can be a book, newspaper article, database, etc.).  
3. Obtain signed approval from your teacher before continuing this line of research.  

LIST OF SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR RESEARCH

Poverty and Homelessness



Abortion

Illegal Immigration




Online privacy

Middle East Conflict




Childhood Obesity

Bullying





Violence in the Media

Same-sex marriage




Juvenile criminals tried as adults

Gun control





Stem cell research

Effects of divorce on children



Education

Domestic violence




Medication for students with ADHD

Autism






Equality in America

Adoption/Rights of adopted & parents

Stress in Adolescents

Building “green”




Alternative Energy sources

Consumer changes for a greener planet

Disposal of E-waste

Marketing to children




H1N1 virus

AIDS

NOTE: Some of these topics are very broad and should be narrowed down in scope through a more specific question and subtopic.  
************************************************************************

I would like to research the following topic:  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher approval____________________________________________

