
Electronic Music

History, Theory, and Practice



The Baroque Period
Å1600-1750

ÅJohann Sebastian Bach

ÅGeorge Frederic Handel 

ÅListening excerpt from 

The Brandenburg Concerti

What adjectives describe 
this music?



Baroque History

ÅArtistic movement dictated by the Roman 

Catholic Church around 1600

ÅDemanded that paintings, art, architecture, 

sculpture, etc. speak direct to the masses, 

not just the elite

ÅArt had extremely precise details and 

faces that reflected individual personalities



Baroque Art/Architecture
ÅExtremely ornateéhighly decorated

ÅPalace of Versailles



Baroque Instruments

ÅWind instruments were prominent
Å Flute, clarinet, oboe, bassoon, etc.

ÅString instrument families were developed
Å Violin, viola, cello, double bass

ÅHarpsichordéplucked stringed keyboard

ÅPianoforte is introduced
Å Predecessor to the modern piano



Baroque Instruments
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ÅBaroque composers remain VERY famousé

Bach, Handel, Vivaldi, Scarlatti

- Composers were bound to a patronage system. 

There was no market for composers to write 

music and make money freely

- Instead, composers were bound to work as 

servants of the Church and wealthy 

families/monarchs



Johann Sebastian Bach
ÅJohann Sebastian Bach

ï 1685-1750

ï Composed massive amounts of music

ï Began composing at age 10 

ï Minuet in G from Anna Magdalena 

Notebook

ï Listené1965 pop hit by the Toys A 

Loverôs Concerto



George Frederic Handel
Å1685-1759
Å One of the greatest composers of his 

age

Å Bach once said of Handel ñHe is the 

only person I would wish to see before 

I die, and the only person I would wish 

to be, were I not Bach.ò

Å Best known for his operas and 

oratorios (religious works)

Å Messiah is most likely his greatest 

known workéthe entire story of Christ 

from before His birth to His 

resurrectionéwritten in only 18 days

Å Hallelujah Chorus



The Classical Period

Å1750-1825

ÅWolfgang Amadeus Mozart

ÅFranz Joseph Haydn

ÅListening excerpt from Surprise Symphony



Classical Ideals

ÅIn the middle of the 18th century , Europe began 
to move toward a new style in architecture, 
literature, and the arts, generally known as 
Classicism, which sought to bring forth the ideals 
of Classical Greece. 

ÅFavored clearer divisions between parts, 
brighter contrasts and colors, and simplicity 
rather than complexity 



Classical Art and 

Architecture

ÅReturn to the classic 

Greek and Roman 

styles. The art was 

cleaner and clearer 

than those of the 

Baroque



Classical Instruments / 

Instrumentation

Å Piano became a the prime 

keyboard instrument during the 

Classical period

Å Melodies are more graceful 

and lyrical (song-like)

Å Majestic, powerful sounds

Å Clean, crisp, clear sounds

Å Orchestras were larger with full 

string, brass, and woodwind 

sections



Classical Orchestra
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Å By the mid-1700ôs the Baroque patronage system began to die out-

public concerts were becoming more and more popular

Å Composers were beginning to be free to choose how and what to 

compose, fewer patrons were making demands on them

Å The Industrial Revolution brought large crowds to large cities and 

created audiences

Å Machines and factories made it possible for people to have leisure 

timeétime to study music (piano, singing, etc.)

Å Amateur musicians took an interest in playing newly composed 

works

Å PERSPECTIVE FACT: When America was fighting for freedom from 

England, Mozart had already composed dozens of symphonies, and 

The Marriage of Figaro (one of his most famous operas)



Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart
Å 1756-1791

Å Huge volume of nearly flawless work

Å A rock star of his time; he lived hard, burned 

out fast, and died young

Å Considered to be the greatest musical 

genius that ever lived

Å Began composing at age five

Å 41 symphonies, 26 string quartets, 10 

instrumental quintets, 42 violin sonatas, 17 

piano sonatas, 27 piano concertos, 40 

divertimenti, 19 Masses, 42 arias, and 20 

operas

Å Claimed that the music was already written, 

he was just taking down dictation from the 

heavens.



Franz Joseph Haydn

Å 1732-1809

Å Nicknamed ñfather of the 
symphonyò

Å Composed 104 symphonic works

Å Helped to develop the string 
quartet and the sonata forms of 
composition

Å Perfection in form (follows all the 
rules)

Å Short, simple, musical ideas are 
developed into large musical 
structures

Å Lived to be 77 and died while 
calming servants from their 
hysteria over a cannon shot that 
fell in their neighborhood


